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Only days before election and I believe that we stand at a very 

critical time in the history of Aboriginal land issues. 

I have travelled quite a lot this month to various planning 

meetings and have heard a lot of talk about the “opening up” of 

Aboriginal communities to economic development and the 

introduction of open free-holding into Aboriginal township 

areas. Several months ago there was a rumour that the idea had 

been talked about in Canberra. 

Bob Katter’s words echo in my ears when he stood in front of 

the Kowanyama Aboriginal Council Offices and told everyone 

that with the handover of Deeds of Grant in Trust Title the 

Kowanyama people would hold their land “for all time”. 

The struggle that Kowanyama Elders began on stations in the 

60’s with equal pay and later the old “Smash the Act” days of 

street demonstrations, through to Kowanyama’s stand against 

being mainstreamed as a Shire Council never seems to end. 

The guiding principles of unity and self-governance and rights to 

the responsibility to management of Kowanyama Aboriginal 

Lands have been what gained Kowanyama the reputation of 

doing things their own way. 

The formation of the Land Office was part of Kowanyama’s 

struggle to keep maintain the right to management of their 

lands. 

In 2009 we celebrated the determination of Native Title for the 

People of Kowanyama over the old DOGIT while the mess that 

the DOGIT town leases left us with is sorted out. Transfer of the 

first claim area to the new Prescribed Body Corporate, Abm 

elgoring ambung will happen this year. A court determination 

for the Native Title Claim over the township area will happen 

when an agreement between the PBC and Council is reached. 

More than ever Kowanyama people must look for the common 

ground between as a community to successfully complete the 

Native Title agreement process out of court as they have done 

so successfully in the past. 

One thing is certain there are many more rounds to go in 

Kowanyama’s struggle to find a way that suits Kowanyama. We 

need to be ready for the next round as a united community. 

Kowanyama has not waited for courts or parliament to assert its 

rights and responsibilities to manage its lands over the last 

twenty or so years. Of that we can all be very proud. 

From the 

editor 
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IDEA DECLARED TOXIC 

Free holding of Aboriginal land......No way!!! 

Some people in the north are talking about the idea of open free-holding Aboriginal lands in Aboriginal 

community townships. There were rumours a couple of months ago that the idea had also surfaced in 

Canberra.  

“This goes against everything that many people have fought for over 

many years to get Aboriginal land title in Australia. Other Aboriginal 

communities must be very careful that they do not take the bait. It will 

affect the property rights of our future generations!!”, said one 

Kowanyama resident. 

As the drive for economic development continues along with the mainstreaming of Aboriginal Councils 

into Shire Councils some people in liberal national party circles and their supporters have begun the talk 

of “opening up” Aboriginal communities for economic development. Some believe that it can only be 

done with the open free holding of blocks in Aboriginal townships. 

In 1988 Lummi Indian visitor, Jewell James was 

invited to Kowanyama to share the Native 

American experience only a year after Bob Katter 

Junior made the statement that the handover of 

Deeds of Grant In Trust Land title over Kowanyama 

would ensure that, “the land would be held for all 

time by the Kowanyama people”. 

Open freehold land is land that anyone 

can buy and that is how nearly half of an 

Indian reservation can be owned by non-

Indian people. Inalienable Aboriginal 

Freehold land is land that stays as 

Aboriginal Land for all time. It cannot be 

lost to its Aboriginal People. 

Jewell was a member of the Lummi Indian Treaty 

Taskforce and told of the Indian experience with 

treaty lands in the late 1800’s when promised 

Indian treaty lands were divided up into small 

areas of land and given to families as open 

freehold . The leftover lands were sold off to white 

settlers by the Government. Many families found 

that the land was not good land and too small to 

support them and many sold their land to non-

Indians. “During visits to Crow Indian Reservation 
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during the late 1980’s I heard stories that 45 percent, that is almost half, of Crow Indian Tribal Lands in 

Montana were owned by non-Indian people. Those people lived on Indian Lands with the benefits of 

lower taxes as residents on a reservation but would not accept the authority of tribal governance”, said 

Viv Sinnamon 

Our Lummi visitor attended a joint meeting of Kowanyama and Pormpuraaw Aboriginal Councils to 

explain the problems that Indian people had with the redistribution of Indian Lands under the Dawes 

Act in the United States during the late 1800’s. 

Kowanyama traditional landowners and Kowanyama Aboriginal Council have been faced with trying to 

sort out the mess that the Deeds of Grant in Trust leases have left the people of Kowanyama. After the 

DOGIT handover in August 1987 the Department of Community Services maintained an administration 

that encouraged council approval of DOGIT lease applications until the Council understood some of the 

problems with the DOGIT land title.  

Council Chairman, Harry Daphne was told at a meeting of the 

Aboriginal Coordinating Council held in Kowanyama by 

Queensland Aboriginal Affairs Minister, Bob Katter that “if  

you think people would get land for traditional purposes 

you’ve got  rocks in your  head”. 

Kowanyama Aboriginal Council took over 

administration of Kowanyama soon after and 

began to put in place Aboriginal 

management of its lands. 

After the visit by our Lummi Indian friend, Kowanyama 

representatives attended the James Cook University 

conference attended by Eddie Mabo and sought advice from 

the Brisbane law firm Goss, Downey and Carne. Barrister, 

Matt Foley gave senior legal counsel at a workshop held by 

Kowanyama Aboriginal Council who stopped signing further 

lease applications soon after. Kowanyama got ready to take 

the Queensland Government to court over the integrity of 

DOGIT land tenure. At the time the Council was annoyed that 

they had signed documents that allowed public access 

through Aboriginal Lands without realising what they had 

done. Council had signed off on public roads without advice.  

Very soon after the Labour Goss government was elected and 

the court challenge did not happen. The Council was later told 

that their refusal to sign lease applications was illegal. 

In recent years many meetings have been held in Kowanyama and a native title determination over the 

DOGIT lands was successful in late 2009. Those lands will be transferred as Aboriginal freehold to Abm 

elgoring ambung the new Native Title Prescribed Body Corporate (PBC) this year after more than two 

years of meetings between the State, Land Council and the People of Kowanyama. The township area is

Kowanyama Aboriginal 

Council and Abm 

elgoring ambung the 

new Native Title PBC are 

united in keeping 

Aboriginal Freehold Title 

over Kowanyama 

Aboriginal Lands so that 

they remain Aboriginal 

Lands for all time as 

promised back in 1987 

by Bob Katter Jr. as 

State Government 

Minister when he 

handed over DOGIT land 

title to the people of 

Kowanyama 
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not included in the first part of Native Title Claim 

because of all the difficulties and complicated 

laws involved in working out the old DOGIT 

housing blocks. 

An indigenous Land Use Agreement between the 

Kowanyama Aboriginal Council and traditional 

owners through their PBC is being negotiated so 

that there can be a determination of Native Title 

over the town area.  

Council and the PBC are united on maintaining 

Aboriginal Freehold title over Kowanyama 

Aboriginal Lands so that Kowanyama Lands do 

remain Aboriginal Lands for all time as promised 

by a conservative State Government minister. 
 

COMMON GROUND 

BRINGS NEIGHBOURS 

TOGETHER 

The tea tree and messmate country Kowanyama 

call forest country has had long history of hot late 

season fires that have threatened yards and 

property at Oriners, Dixie, Harkness and other 

cattle properties. 

In the bush days traditional owners burnt a lot of  

their country early and other parts later so that 

they could walk country safely and hunter and 

gather throughout the year. Because of stories 

and ceremonies some places were protected from 

being burnt. When people were no longer on 

their land this kind of fire burning stopped. In 

some places country has changed without fire. 

Aaron Crosbie of the Land Office and now with 

Cape York Sustainable Futures has been talking to 

neighbours of Oriners about coming together to 

develop fire management plans to break the big 

late fires up into smaller ones making them easier 

to manage. 

In 2009 Oriners lost the yards to a big fire during 

Native Title celebrations at Kowanyama. 

 

 

FOREST COUNTRY 

FIRE MANAGEMENT 

PLANS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michael Ross with Eastern Ulkulu interests, Frank 

Gil Patrick of Harkness, Jim Wheelan of Koolatah 

and Dixie and National Parks Service who have 

bought Crosbie and a number of other Cape 

properties have said that they would be happy to 

take part in a Fire Program that protects 

everyone’s interests.  

The long term plan is to develop fire management 

plans for the forest country between the Alice 

and the Palmer with property owners and 

traditional groups.  

Oriners Rangers will start work early in the area to 

do on-ground burning works with others burning 

country from aircraft. Early burning activities will 

start while the country is still fresh from the wet 

and as soon as it is possible to travel by road via 

Artemis and Dixie. 

The Parks Service is expected to be coordinating 

their aerial burns at Crosbie and Errk oykangand 

National Park with an aerial burn at Oriners this 

year 
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MITCHELL RIVER 

WATERSHED 

MANAGEMENT PLAN 

REVIEW 

 

Teddy Bernard and Viv Sinnamon attended a 

workshop in Mareeba with miners, farmers and 

other interest groups in March to review and 

update the 2000 Mitchell River watershed plan 

  

When the Mitchell River Group was formed after 

the conference held at Kowanyama in 1990 0 

early plans were drawn up in line with 

Kowanyama’s hopes that an active network 

would develop to protect the Mitchell. 

Other Aboriginal groups in the upper parts of the 

river have become involved since then to increase 

the indigenous voice along the river. This includes 

the Yelanji, Djangan, Mbarbarum, Ewamian and 

others.  

Workshop sessions talked about people’s ideas on 

different parts of the plan including things like 

weeds, feral animals, agriculture, grazing, cultural 

heritage and fisheries. It was surprising to see no 

farmers from Mareeba or Dimbulah there.  

A series of technical workshops will be held with 

specialists in all of the topics discussed to help in 

the drafting of the reviewed new Mitchell River 

Plan. 

Mining on the Palmer River and other places was 

the reason for Kowanyama’s early concerns when 

the Mitchell River Conference was held in 1990 at 

Kowanyama.  

Residents are once again afraid that there is 

increased interest in exploring for gold on the 

Alice and Palmer Rivers.  

One application is for an area in the river at the 

junction of the Palmer and the Mitchell River and 

another right near Oriners on Aerodrome Plain. 

Teddy Bernard & Aaron Crosbie at Mareeba workshop 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

That the Mitchell River Watershed Group 

was nominated for the Theiss International 

River Prize in 1998 and that we were runners 

up to an English River Group. 

Edmund Eric, Viv Sinnamon and Group Chair 

Hilary Kuhn were there for the ceremony at 

the Brisbane River Symposium 
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John Wason and Ron Archer home at Wongu with John Christopherson and Joe Ross 

John Wason and Ron Archer (Djangun & Barbarrum) 

welcomed a meeting of the Indigenous Water Policy Group in 

Dimbulah this month as traditional land owners of the 

region. Councillor Michael Yam (Lands & Culture) and Land 

Office Manager, Viv Sinnamon attended the 2 day meeting. 

The meeting of the Water 

Policy Group and their guests 

was facilitated by Northern 

Australian Indigenous Land and 

Sea Management Alliance 

(NAILSMA} in Darwin. The 

Group is Chaired by Joe Ross a 

Nikina man from Fitzroy 

Crossing in Western Australia. 

Members travelled from all of 

the northern states of 

Australia.  

Members of the National 

Water Council addressed the 

group and the future of the 

group was discussed. 

The main talks were about 

approaches to Government in 

the allocation of no less than 

twenty per cent of the 

consumptive pool of water leaving enough water in rivers for 

the river to be a river that can support river life and culture. 

Water put aside to keep the river flowing and healthy is 

called the environmental flow which also protects the 

cultural values of rivers. 

The Policy group proposes there be an environmental flow 

that protects the river, a consumptive pool that is used for 

town domestic and pastoral water and that a special reserve 

of water be put aside from that consumptive pool for future 

indigenous use for economic development. They would ask  

this be put into government legislation and water planning. 

The big problem for Australia is that a lot of people are 

looking at far Northern Australia where there seems to be 

more water than the drier southern states.  

They believe that the water is going to waste and could be 

used to grow food for 

the fast growing 

Australian population.  

There has been a lot of 

talk as well about 

economic development 

in Northern Australia. 

One of the big issues for 

Aboriginal people of the 

north is that a lot of the 

land is owned by them. 

Studies have shown that 

some of the land is good 

for growing food but a 

lot is not suitable for 

agriculture in the north. 

There will be increasing 

pressure on Aboriginal 

communities as the talk 

of damming rivers and 

flexible land tenure and water rights develops. 

The Dimbulah meeting talked about 

ways to make sure there is a fair deal 

for future generations of indigenous 

communities as the rest of Australia 

looks to the north for more water and 

land to feed its people 

A First People’s water forum meets in Adelaide this month. 

The challenge is how to 

get rights to an 

allocation of water as a 

Strategic Indigenous 

Reserve for future 

economic use before 

the water of the 

Mitchell River is given 

to others to use for 

farms and mines 
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RANGERS PREPARE 

FOR DRY SEASON WORKS 

With the poor show of this wet the Land Office’s 

Ranger Service has begun to prepare for the 

coming dry season.  

Sheds have been cleaned out and reorganised. 

Rangers have been busy welding a new steel 

storage rack and table for the shed. Green house 

racks are now also complete. 

 

 

 

Philip Yam and Louie Native at camp ground 

 Senior Ranger Garth Forrester with steel rack 

 

New wheelie bin 

stickers soon 

The Land Office has ordered 1000 A4 

sized stickers that are just like the big 

signs around town. The stickers will be 

given to school students to put on 

wheelie bins at home. 

This is part of the Kowanyama “Do the 

right thing” campaign to keep the 

community looking good 
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WORKING ON COUNTRY 

FUNDING PROGRAM 

Land Office staff met with David Lea and Lisa 

Buchanan of the Department of Sustainability, 

Environment, Population and Communities to 

discuss the next round of funding under the 

Federal Working on Country Program. 

The program provides funding for a significant 

number of staff positions and operating costs 

for the Land Office. 

Staff showed the visitors mapping being done 

on agency weed management works, cultural 

mapping and other activities.  

David and Lisa were taken to see Red Lilly and 

the issues in management of weeds and 

damage to the lagoon by stock.  

The Red Lilly road closed only days after with 

the heavy March rains. 

 

 

CULTURE AND 

RESEARCH CENTRE 

WANTS MORE 

MULCH 

Workers around town are 

asked to save themselves a 

trip and not to throw mulch 

down the dump.  
 

Please leave grass and leaves in bags 

or cardboard boxes either inside on the back driveway or outside the gate under the mango tree 

near the back gate of the Culture and Research Centre. Please do not put bags on garden beds. Bags 

can also be thrown over the front fence on the grass pile in the corner near Raelene’s place 

A lot of mulch is needed for the gardens there. The Land Office is stock piling mulch for the 

development of an organic demonstration garden on the other side of the centre around the 

greenhouse. Sticks are okay. Staff will put them through the mulcher to mix with the grass and 

leaves. Daniel and Viv picked up forty bags the other day which only covered two garden beds. 

Please note that the Community garden over the road from the Police Station also still needs clean 

mulch which can be thrown over the fence in front of the garden beds. 

Our river in flood on the delta 
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Voting Day 

Saturday 24th March 2012 

Elections will be held at the Court House in the Justice Centre 

Voting will open at 8.00 am in the morning to-6.00 pm in the evening 

 

REMEMBER WHEN ? 

From the Cultural Centre Archive 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KOWANYAMA 

ABORIGINAL 

SHIRE COUNCIL 

ELECTIONS 
 

Nomination forms available at the 

Council office  

8am-noon & 1.00-5pm 

Nominations must be in mid-day  

Friday 27th March with $250 fee 

Election Day Saturday 28 April 2012 
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Ranger Louie Native doing maintenance activities at the developing overnight camping ground near the airport 

where Daniel Wallwork’s waterbird murals promoting our delta wetlands are standing up well to the weather. 

The stranding of contractor donger accommodation at the campground with the onset of the wet has 

prevented wet season plantings of native trees around the four campsites at the grounds. Concern has also 

been expressed over security of the buildings during cyclone season. The buildings were to be transported to 

Laura before the onset of rains and have become a cyclone hazard.  

 

CANDID REMOTE CAMERA SURVEY PIX 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A very special scene captured on remote camera of brolgas with a fish during 2011 coastal wetlands survey work
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On October sixth to the ninth of 

October 2011 a significant gathering 

of people supported by the 

Christensen Fund met at St Michaels, 

Chesapeake on Algolquin country.  

The gathering was welcomed by 

Nanotok Elders and held to share 

experiences, knowledge and wisdom. 

 

The Chesapeake Bay Statement 

recognises that cultural transmission 

is integral to our bio-cultural 

identities and plays an important part 

in informing broader society.  

The gathering agreed to a global 

approach to the development of an 

indigenous voice. 

The gathering builds upon the legacy 

of our communities and Elders, past 

and present, and views the forum as 

a way to secure the future of bio-

culturally diverse communications 

within a spirit of global 

communication. 

 

 

 

 

CHESAPEAKE 

BAY 

STATEMENT 

International networking 

 

 

Acknowledges that bio-cultural diversity is 

intrinsically linked to our health, heritage and 

wellbeing which is inherently linked to the 

land, sea, spirit and sky, therefore the 

development of a united approach to 

communication should remain a reflection of 

interconnectedness. 

Recognises that indigenous cultures are 

abundant in traditional knowledge, pedagogy 

and a deep connection to environmental 

practices that can work to support peaceful 

coexistence and address the ecology of social , 

political and environmental issues, locally, 

nationally, territorially and internationally. 

Identifies that within bio-cultural diversity, 

there is significant opportunity to foster 

common understanding and resilience 

through the use of multiple communication 

approaches, innovations and traditional 

methodologies, to greater enhance humanity. 

Affirms the United Nations Declaration on the 

Human Rights of Indigenous Peoples, adopted 

by General Assembly Resolution 61/295 on 

September 2007, paying particular interest to 

the following four key articles: 
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Article 5 

Indigenous peoples have the right to maintain and strengthen their 

distinct political, legal, economic, social and cultural institutions, whilst 

retaining their right to participate fully if they so choose in the 

political, economic, social and cultural life of the State. 

Article 11 

(1) Indigenous Peoples have the right to practice and revitalise their 

cultural traditions and customs. This includes the right to 

maintain., protect and develop the past, present and future 

manifestations of their cultures, such as archaeological and 

historical sites, artefacts, designs, ceremonies, technologies, visual 

performing arts and literature. 

(2) States shall provide redress through effective mechanisms, which 

may include restitution developed in conjunction with indigenous 

peoples, with respect to their cultural, intellectual, religious and 

spiritual property taken with their free, prior and informed 

consent or in violation of their laws, traditions and customs. 

 

Article 19 

States shall consult and cooperate in good faith with the indigenous 

peoples concerned through their own representative institutions in 

order to obtain their free, prior and informed consent before adopting 

and implementing legislative or administrative measures that may 

affect them. 

Article 31 

(1) Indigenous people have the right to maintain, control, protect and 

develop their cultural heritage, traditional knowledge and 

traditional cultural expressions as well as the manifestations of 

their sciences, technologies and cultures, including human and 

genetic resources, seeds medicines, knowledge  of the properties 

of fauna and flora, oral traditions, literatures, designs, sports and 

traditional games and visual and performing arts. They also have 

the right to maintain, control and develop their intellectual 

property over such cultural heritage, traditional knowledge and 

traditional cultural expressions. 

(2) In conjunction with indigenous peoples, States shall have effective 

measures to recognise and protect the exercise of these rights. 

The Chesapeake Bay Statement therefore lends support to the 

shaping of any policies and communication strategies that relate to 

bio-cultural diversity, that embody these fundamental elements for 

the representation of a progressive global identity. This is offered as a 

gesture to work with those whose commitment to supporting positive 

solutions to a united and shared vision, within a range of globally 

diverse perspectives, over-rides the rights, voice and articles of the 

Indigenous Peoples of the world. 

 

 

In the spirit of goodwill and 

true equity 

 

Signed: 

Abduivahid Safarov 

Alejandro Argumedo 

Almagul Djumabaeva 

Bao Waiko 

Bea Caio 

Cassandra Smithies 

China Ching 

Dan Porras 

Darout Guma 

Dr Hussein Adan Isack 

Eleanor Dicta-an- Bangoa 

Fiona Melhouse 

Gabriel Yaiva 

Girma Zenebe 

Jeff Campbell 

Jen Baing 

Juan Antonio Antunez Prieto 

Kamiljon Saidov 

Kaylena Bray 

Ken Wilson 

Luisa Bustilos Gardea 

Nick Lunch 

Nicolas Villaume 

Nigina Kayumova 

Rachel Shisei Rob Lane 

Sam Cook 

Viv Sinnamon 
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Gribble crossed the Peninsula in 1904 to find 

a suitable place to establish an Anglican 

mission the year after the Queensland 

Government declared reserves to protect 

the people of the west coast. 

THE TREASURE THAT IS 

OUR HERITAGE 

Gribble’s party left from Yarrabah with 

Bendigo and James Noble two Aboriginal 

men. Bendigo was a Top End Pelican clan 

member. Some say he had given directions 

to the location of Emu Lagoon where there 

was a massacre of a camp of women and 

children and old people over the spearing of 

a horse.  The men of the camp heard the 

shooting from the Alice River where they 

were spearing freshwater crocodiles. 
 

Gribble’s group of travellers visited Yiymanthuw (Close to Yelco) where they met a group of people 

and then found a good place for a mission on freshwater at Trubenamenthuw. He later called the 

place Mitchell River Mission when he returned the next year in 1905. Photographs of the expedition 

were found in the archive of the Australian Board of Missions office in Sydney by historian Dr Tim 

Bottoms and many others uncovered in collections while Phillip Freier was doing his doctoral 

research. Copies are now held in the Kowanyama Photographic Archive. 

Gribble’s party returning to Yarrabah from their 1904 expedition to Mitchell River country 

 

Men visiting Gribble’s first camp in 1904 
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HANDCUFF LAGOON 

How it got its name 

Bullie Mitchell’s Father, Alex was handcuffed out bush 

for doing something wrong. No one knows exactly 

what. It was a long time ago. Alma Wason’s 

grandfather Mundy Shelfo was Alex’s brother.  

Alex’s brother in law, Rio cut the handcuffs off and 

they were thrown in the lagoon that would become 

known as handcuff lagoon. Alma was told this story by 

old Mark who passed away in 1977. 

A pair of the same kind of old style handcuffs is in 

Kowanyama Museum Collections along with a pair of 

leg irons that were used by the Native Police and their 

officers during the early days. 
Colonial handcuffs from the Kowanyama museum 

Book selling well 

During her visit to meet with Land Office staff Lisa 

Buchanan from the Working on Country Program of 

the Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water 

and Communities in Cairns met Alma Wason, author 

of Kowanyama’s new book on bush medicine. 

The Land Office has only a few copies of the book left 

and will be contacting the publisher Black Ink Press in 

Townsville soon for more copies. 

The book is being sold by book shops in Cairns, 

Townsville and Brisbane 

 

NEW CULTURAL HERITAGE OFFICER FOR  

MUSEUM COLLECTIONS 

Glenette Greenwool is the new Cultural Heritage Officer and Trainee Museum 

Curator as part of development of the new Culture and Research Centre. 

Glenette has completed two workshops on the use of Mosaic computer 

software used to record information about museum collections. The first 

workshop was in Cairns with small museum staff from museums in North 

Queensland. She will spend her first weeks packing and moving the photo 

archive from the Land Office to the Centre. 

Glenette and white gloves 
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AROUND TOWN 

Monty at work with fencing around the community, 

one of our first local contractors who will be 

completing the stock exclusion fence at Red Lilly once 

the rains are gone. 

 

Clive Gilbert AKA Smokey on his trusty machine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks Aaron, Rodney, Davis and crew for fixing the pipe at the Land Office. 
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PIGS AND BUSH TUCKER 

There has been a lot of talk about pigs and the 

damage that they are doing to country. 

There have also been some people who see 

pigs as an important source of bush food. Pigs 

have become an important part of hunting on 

Aboriginal lands. 

Some communities on the Cape have started 

to manage pig populations with the shooting 

of pigs from helicopters.  

Pigs have been damaging swamps digging 

holes and ploughing up some swamps and 

waterholes looking for food. 

Pigs have bred up over the last twenty years 

and are now becoming a serious threat to 

traditional foods like the long necked swamp 

turtle and the mangrove mussel. They are also 

eating out the plants and animal life in 

swamps and waterholes that provide the food 

for crayfish, turtles and fish. 

We often wonder what the 

waterholes looked like before 

pigs and other stock arrived 

in this country when the old 

people lived and hunted. It 

sure did not look like it does 

now and was much richer !! 
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BUSH TUCKER  
Going, going, gone !! 

Anyone walking along mangrove 

gutters looking for mangrove shell 

will notice that pigs now are eating 

the shellfish along with other bush 

tucker in swamps nearby. 

The pigs cannot normally crush the 

big shells but are eating the young 

small shells like corn flakes. The big 

ones can often be found with teeth 

marks all over them where they have 

been spat out.  

Pigs have no trouble smelling out the 

shell under the mud and dig them 

out. Signs of their digging can be 

found everywhere  

If pigs continue eating the small 

shells there will be no replacement of 

the big old shells as they die. 

Pigs are very good hunters and will 

return to places where they know 

there. They are shell and are better 

than people in finding the shellfish 

Any crabs that are found in the mud 

will also be eaten by the animals. 

There is little doubt that they will 

also take both salt and freshwater 

crocodile eggs from nests as they 

will with birds like scrub turkey and 

plovers 

 

Will our mangrove shells 

survive pigs for our kids 

to enjoy in the future ? 

Old mud shell at Minh pengr thila 2011 
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Pigs do what they do well 

 

Barringtonia tree roots exposed for crabs 

Pigs work hard to dig up 

freshwater crabs and other 

shellfish like snails and the long 

shelled swamp mussel which is 

becoming harder to find in some 

places now 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pigs will work areas where the 

burrowing sand frogs live during 

the dry on sand ridges when 

animals look for shade in the 

heat of summer. 
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Our most prized traditional 

food resource is being eaten 

by feral pigs 

Pigs go into swamps to eat the seed of the 

seed lilly and bulguruw earlier in the dry 

season and later they look for shade under 

the freshwater mangrove trees (ThukaR) 

where the swamp turtles lay their eggs. 

Swamp turtles eggs are sometimes dug up by 

water and sand goannas but they are now 

being eaten out by pigs just like the 

freshwater crocodile eggs in the sand along 

creeks and some waterholes. Over the last 

couple of years there have been reports of 

pigs digging up turtles where the ground has 

been soft enough leaving a very deep hole. 

In 1989 a helicopter flight from the Coleman 

to the Nassau on the way to an end of year 

Commercial Fisherman Organisation meeting 

in Karumba by Land Office Manager Viv 

Sinnamon showed all 78 sea turtle nests 

surveyed with fresh turtle tracks had been 

raided by pigs. 

Like freshwater turtles sea turtles are raided 

by goannas and ghost crabs that like eggs. For 

some reason no turtle nests are being raided 

by pigs on the South Mitchell to Topsy Creek 

coast at the moment but it is expected that 

this will change. 

In pig shooting programs to the 

north it has been found that big 

boars discover the nests probably 

when a nest opened by a goanna or 

a crab. The boar then patrolled the 

beach to keep all other pigs away. 

In shooting programs that boar had 

to be found and shot to stop the 

eating of turtle nests on the beach.  

 



KOWANYAMA LAND OFFICE NEWS PRE-ELECTION 2012 EDITION 

Managing today’s resources for tomorrow’s generations 23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Koolatah to Drumduff road side sign typical of many others in 

the lower Mitchell River region 

Traditional foods and the health of country is 

being seriously threatened by feral pig activity 

throughout Northern Australia. The topic was 

talked about at the Mareeba Mitchell River 

Workshop this month. Rutland Plains has had 

a pig control program for a number of years  

The program has been successful using a 

helicopter shooting program and it is reported 

that the wetlands on Rutland have improved. 

Most stations on the Mitchell River do not 

allow recreational pig shooters on their 

properties because of the problems with 

stealing and general disrespect for property. 

It has been reported that to reduce pig 

populations successfully 60 per cent (More 

than half of the pigs) must be shot to keep the 

population even. If a following year is missed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the pigs will breed back to their original 

population very quickly. 

Many recreational shooters only shoot the 

large boars leaving sows and young escape. 

Clearly Kowanyama needs to find 

a way to protect its country and 

traditional resources from both 

pigs and pig hunters 

The main concern at Oriners is that illegal 

travellers, campers and pig shooters bring 

weeds into clean country, steal and damage 

property and evidence has been found of 

illegal crocodile catching and shooting. One 

camp was discovered with the evidence of 23 

trees where dogs had been tied. 

Evidence has been found of shooters killing 

cattle as bait to attract pigs. Several years ago 

ten head of cattle were shot between the 

Coleman and Bull Lake on Pormpuraaw land
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