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From the editor
The last 12 months has been a difficult time for the Land Office with staff
changes and shortages in 2013. I apologise that it has not been possible to
keep the Kowanyama News as regular as it was in 2012. In spite of the
challenges we have an action packed edition for our readers.
Daniel has volunteered time to get an issue out before Christmas highlighting
some of our achievements this year. Kowanyama has broken new ground
developing a draft management plan for Errk Oykangand National Park. This
will be the first plan developed for a park by an indigenous community agency
and traditional owners in Queensland, possibly Australia. The plan was funded
by the Caring for Our Country Program in Canberra. Thanks Angela and Paul
for helping to pull the plan together.
Congratulations to our Forest Fire Management Program team at Oriners who
made a very successful 2013 controlling late fires in forest Country. Aaron
Crosbie, former NRM Coordinator of our Land Office now working at the Cape
York Sustainable Futures office in Cairns worked with Philip Yam’s team in
getting access to aerial incendiary support from Jamie Haskell and the
Queensland Rural Fire Service team. Thanks to our supporting neighbours at
Harkness, Southwell, Balurga and Eastern Olkolo mob negotiating tenure and
management arrangements for Crosbie and Dixie Stations. National Parks
Service also played a valuable part in both forest and park fire management
this year. Thanks Mick Cockburn, Danny Chew and crew.
We are confident with the recent rains that 86% of Sefton and 65% of Oriners
is unburnt this year with early air and on-ground mosaic burns. Kowanyama is
investigating the feasibility of economic benefits from the carbon market for
the management of Oriners and Sefton. We will hear more in 2013.
Garth and the Rangers have successfully planted out two fruit trees in 29 new
house yards before hand over to the new tenants. Thanks Dave of Remote
Building Solutions, and FK Gardner Homes for the contract and Limberlost
Nursery for the plants. Native medicinal and edible fruit trees will be available
from the nursery at the Cultural Centre soon. This complements the
Community vegetable garden maintained by Lara and the Out There
Kowanyama team. OTK are now offering vegetable plant packs for gardens.
The Rangers have been out at Blue Tongue Story at Red Lilly clearing out the
candle bush and stray Chinee apple and rubber vine plants. A young Leichardt
tree will be planted to replace the old one that died years ago. Locally extinct
water cane that used to grow at places like Long Swamp and Kowanyumal will
be planted as well. Rain has slowed works but made the country look great.
Awin Udnum the on country Healthy Life style Choice Program was
successfully organised this year by Bernadette Boscacci, Rodney Whitfield
with the help of the Abm Elgoring Ambung team and a host of agencies. We
are proud to have been a part of this great initiative. Land Office staff wishes
everyone in Kowanyama and all our supporters out there an enjoyable end of
year break and a happy new year.

Viv
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New Land Office Staff
Fitzroy Lawrence
Ranger
KALNRMO
I have been with the land office for the past seven months,
in that time I have learnt a lot of new things, GPS, mapping,
weed spraying. I now get up looking forward to attending
work. The highlights of my time so far have been the boat
patrols and getting out and working on the country.
The Coastal and the wetlands helicopter patrols have been a
wonderful opportunity to be part of as it was the first time in
a chopper for me. I am looking forward to more training and
hopefully promoting Kowanyama to the outside world.
I hope that I will always be part of the land office, keeping it strong and the culture alive in our
community.

Garry Hudson
Ranger
KALNRMO
I started with the Land Office in May 2013. I have previously
worked with the Land Office back in 2002 to 2004 it is good
to have the opportunity to come back to the Land Office as I
enjoy working on Country.
I like the many different jobs that we get to perform from
beach and boat patrols, weed spraying, looking after
tourists and camping out at Oriners. We also work with
Fisheries ,Queensland Police Service and AQIS
I am looking forward to furthering my knowledge and skills in Land Management. I like that we as
Rangers get to have an input into our work plan as to what work we will be doing in the next few
months. I want to do what I can for indigenous conservation and land management.
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Biodiversity Mapping
The Land Office has started to do a Biodiversity Study and is asking members of the community to
keep an eye out for Emu, Blue Tongues, goannas, bandicoots, gliders, echidnas, red finches, little
orange leg scrub turkeys and Feral Cats. If you do see one please keep a note of date and time if
possible so that we have a more accurate record (Data Base).










We are also
interested in any
bones of these
animals for the
record

Emus
Blue Tongues
Goannas
Bandicoots
Gliders
Echidnas
Red finches
Little orange leg scrub
turkeys



Animal Health
The Animal Health program has been in full swing this year. We ask that if you need a dog removed
from your house that the owner of the dog or house to be present at the time of removal.
The road has been sealed down to the Dog Pound making working conditions a bit better during wet
season.
The vet has just finished her latest visit to Kowanyama. This has been a quite eventful trip with;
 18 pups vaccinated for Parvo
 23 female dogs given Covinan desex injection
 5 male dogs given Suprelorin desexing injection
 70 dogs given Dectomax Mange and worm injection
 17 dogs euthanized due to poor health
We would like to thank the owners who have come up and told us that they have too many puppies
and dogs, as it makes Willy’s job a lot easier.
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KOWANYAMA PROJECT
Caring for the heritage of our ancestors
and children
The Manager’s position at the Land Office has been advertised
and some good applicants have been shortlisted. The successful
applicant will replace Viv who will dedicate his time to the
documentation of the growing Kowanyama Museum Collections
and the Kowanyama Culture and Research
Centre Fund Raising Campaign.

Kowanyama
collections has a
Statement of
National
Significance

The campaign aims to raise six to seven
million dollars to establish a very special
place that will help Kowanyama maintain
the historical and cultural heritage of its
ancestors and children. Passing on
traditional knowledge and ways will be an
important part of the future centre’s work.
The Kowanyama collections were assessed
as being of national significance in 2008 by
Arthur Beau Palmer of Brisbane who
visited Kowanyama with the Queensland
Museum in 1976.
Premier visits Kowanyama Project

Arthur has assisted in Kowanyama’s purchase of important
items like the 1920’s messmate bark coolamon from the sale of
the Chillagoe Museum Collection and the late 1800’s to 1930’s
Atherton Family Collection. The Atherton family Collection
purchase was made possible with the assistance of two North
Queensland donors. Purchase of the early day woomeras has
brought Mitchell River artefacts back to North Queensland and
kept the collection together. There are worries that a lot of old
cultural objects are being sold to overseas buyers on Ebay.
Many are investors who buy the items as pieces of “traditional
art” often losing the stories and meaning behind the objects and
selling them on later at a higher price with little cultural value.
A number of items collected at Gregory Downs Station in the
1960’s were recently acquired through Kaotica in Cairns from
John Baldwin. Other items are currently on offer from teachers
who have worked at Kowanyama in the 1970’s that would like
to see cultural items return home. We thank them all for their
support.
7|Page

The old DAIA sign that used to be at
the Kowanyama airport in the 1970’s

This seminal cultural
resource collection is not,
and very possibly cannot
be replicated in other
locations
Palmer 2008 p. 15
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This year during a visit Father Martin donated a basket made by
Doreen Michael and an extensive collection of photographs
taken by him at the Mission in the early 1960’s

Fr David Martin Collection image

Wooden food pounder kept in
water to stop falling apart

A number of items have been recovered from lagoon and
beachside sites. These include an ironwood sword club (Tupul)
discovered in the mud at Koko minh yilkay (Cockatoo Bore) and
a food pounder (Ngerrngvn) from the mud at Kunkvlara near
the mouth of Topsy Creek.

Other wooden items include two spear points from the mud in
Magnificent Creek, A narrow flat club (Murn tupul) and a clay
pipe bowl from Thongkuy (topsy Creek). These old items
contribute something very special to Kowanyama Cultural
Collections. The stories and cultural knowledge that go with
each and every item in the collection give the Kowanyama
Collection meaning. It will become a very important part of
passing down traditional knowledge to coming generations.

Special place of learning
New clay pipe with old ones

Thongkuy clay pipe

The aim of Kowanyama’s campaign is to get the resources to
build a place that will safely house and display the heritage of
our ancestors and children as a special place of learning.
Naomi Smith was commissioned to do a discussion paper
“Keeping Culture” in 2006. A Feasibility Study was then
completed in 2007 with the help of The 2020 Group in Cairns.
Dale Evans Jones Architects of Sydney drew up plans for the
Centre. Tom Hearne of Bush TV in Yeppoon has supported the
production of a short documentary, “Keeping Culture Alive”, two
campaign brochures and developed the Facebook Page,
http://www.facebook.com/kowanyamaproject
Kowanyama
Project was developed in late 2012 to attract the younger
people of Kowanyama and a broader audience to the campaign.
The site has been well received and actually played a role in
attracting donations of $7000 for purchases including objects
from the Atherton Collection.
8|Page
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We are looking for
donations for an
Acquisitions Fund to
buy important items for
our collections

Attracting non-government support
A gallery quality summary catalogue will be developed to use
with the Statement of Significance, video documentary and
other material for future fundraising activities. Philanthropies
and corporate groups will be approached to contribute to the
cost of building Kowanyama’s Culture and Research Centre. The
plan is to attract as much nongovernment support as possible to
ensure community control over development and ownership of
the centre.

PIPES AND PASSBOOKS
Icons of the early 1970’s

The first stage of the project was supported by one of
Queensland’s largest community grants in 2007 during the
State’s Q150 Program as part of the celebration of Queensland’s
150th birthday. Kowanyama’s future centre will offer far more
than 150 years of history and culture to Australia’s heritage.
The $1.8 million project provided the resources to establish a
safe storage place for Kowanyama’s collection of photos,
documents and cultural objects while the money is being raised
to build the big centre. The building on the corner of Chapman
Road and Chellikee Streets provides both secure museum space
and accommodation for a Cultural Heritage Officer and a good
space to run the fundraiser now called The Kowanyama Project.
The building has a fully equipped office space including a high
quality scanner, copier and archival standard software and
stationery. The garden highlights native plants with botanical
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labels and their traditional uses. Native bees nests salvaged from road-works and tree falls from last
year’s heavy wind storm are also a part of the garden which is becoming a useful educational
resource for schools and other visitors to Kowanyama.
To fulfil Kowanyama’s employment and training objectives a number of positions will be created
when the new the Culture and Research Centre is finally established. In the short to medium term a
trainee position will be created to work with Viv Sinnamon who will move across to the current
Culture and Research Centre in January. A funding source has still to be found for the position.
Readers are urged to visit this very interesting page,
like it and take part in the discussion and comment.

http://www.facebook.com/kowanyamaproject

Become an historic part
of helping Kowanyama
raise the six to seven
million dollars it needs
to build a state of the
art Culture and Research
Centre

Brynn Matthews demonstrates new water quality and heavy metals testing kit at the Mitchell River Watershed
Management Group meeting in Chillagoe in August.
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THE CANNON OF NHAR
Talks that began in the 80’s were restarted in 2012 with Museum of
Queensland staff in Brisbane about the return of the cannon taken
from Min Nhar story place by Simpson of Lochnigar in 1919
During a visit to Brisbane in January talks were
held with Museum staff about notes that
were sent with the cannon in 1919 by the
Simpsons. The Cannon is currently stored at
the museum’s Hendra facilities and the
documents were separated from it.

Yir Yoront Elder, now deceased noted in the
1980’s that the gun had been located at Nhar
where the Old People of the Yir Yoront and
Thangedl used it as part of ceremonies to
increase the numbers of minh nhar or frigate
birds.

Talks have been promising with museum
archive staff finding the records following the
visit to the museum by Viv and Jim Kerr.

Early contact with the museum revealed that
they had no idea where the old cannon was
located. During a meeting with commercial
fishermen in 1989 Gary Ward, Chairman of
the Queensland Commercial Fishermen’s
Organisation in Karumba Kowanyama
representatives were told that he had seen it
at the old museum on Latrobe Terrace.

Cannon photographed in QLD Museum

Jim Kerr at the Koorilpa footbridge to the Museum

The cannon was first recorded in Professor
Lauriston Sharp’s field notes during his work
with Yir Yoront groups at Puyul north of the
Coleman River between 1933 and 1934.
Jerry Mission in the early 1980’s explained
that Simpson was very lucky that no one was
around at the time. It had become a very
significant cultural object and that no one at
Yengkr and Nhar would have wanted it taken
from where it had rested for so long at Nhar.
Only years earlier a young man called Snotty
camping in Thangedl Rain Clan country with
relatives had speared a sandalwood cutter at
Wurrpa near the mouth of the South Mitchell
not far from Nhar.

Gary offered their organisation, QCFO’s
support to get the deck gun back to the Gulf
where he said it belonged. The cannon is one
of the very few, and maybe at this time the
only relic from the early European exploration
period from the Gulf coast. Talks continue.
Thank you David Parkhill, Leonnie Coghill and
Jim Kerr from the Museum for help with the
cannon and the early documentation of
removal to Brisbane.
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What is a Tropical Cyclone
Tropical Cyclones are low pressure systems that form over warm tropical waters and have gale force
winds (sustained winds of 63km/h or greater and gusts in excess of 90km/h) near the centre. The
gale force winds can extend hundreds of kilometres from the cyclone centre. If the sustained winds
around the centre reach 118km/h (gusts in excess of 165km/h). Then the system is called a severe
tropical cyclone.
The circular eye or centre of a tropical cyclone is an area characterised by light winds and often by
clear skies. Eye diameters are typically 40km but can range from under 10km to over 100km. The eye
is surrounded by a dense ring of cloud about 16km high known as the eye wall which marks the belt
of strongest winds and heaviest rainfall.
Tropical cyclones derive their energy from warm tropical oceans and do not form unless the water
temperature is above 26.5⁰C, although once formed, they can persist over lower sea-surface
temperatures. Tropical cyclones can persist for many days and may follow quite erratic paths. They
usually dissipate over land or colder oceans.

STAY ALERT
Research has shown that cyclones in the Australian region exhibit more erratic paths than
cyclones in other parts of the world. A tropical cyclone can last for a few days or up to two
or three weeks. Movement in any direction is possible including sharp turns and even loops.

Tropical cyclones in the Queensland region mostly form from lows within the monsoon trough,
between November and April. On average 4.7 tropical cyclones affect the Queensland Tropical
Cyclone Warning Centre Area of Responsibility.
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Tropical cyclones are dangerous because they produce destructive winds, heavy rainfall with
flooding and damaging storm surges that cause inundation of low-lying coastal areas.

Cyclones have wind gusts in excess of 90km/h around their centres and, in the most severe cyclones;
gusts can exceed 280km/h. It is important to remember that, during the passage of the cyclone
centre or eye, there will be a temporary lull in the wind, but that this will soon be replaced by
destructive winds from another direction.

Tropical Cyclone Severity Categories
Category

Strongest gust (km/h)

Typical effects

1 Tropical Cyclone

Less than 125km/h Gales

2 Tropical Cyclone
3 Severe Tropical
Cyclone
4 Severe Tropical
Cyclone

125-164km/h Destructive
Winds
165-224km/h Very
Destructive Winds
225-279km/h Very
Destructive Winds

5 Severe Tropical
Cyclone

More than 280km/h
Extremely Destructive Winds

Minimal house damage. Damage to some
crops, trees and caravans. Boats may drag
moorings.
Minor house damage. Risk of power failure.
Significant damage to signs and trees.
Some roof & structural damage. Power
failure likely. Caravans destroyed.
Dangerous airborne debris. Widespread
power failure. Major roof & structural
damage.
Extremely dangerous with wide spread
destruction.
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The Bureau of Meteorology provides many different warning services to the public. The information
includes the types of warnings that are issued, when and where they are issued.
Tropical Cyclone

Issued at the beginning of the season to provide an estimate

SEASONAL OUTLOOK

of the level of tropical cyclone activity in the coming season.

Tropical Cyclone
OUTLOOK

Issued daily throughout cyclone season. They provide a
forecast up to three days in advance of the probability of
cyclone development in the seas around Australia.

Tropical Cyclone
BULLETIN

Issued when a cyclone is active in the Australian region, but
not expected to impact land-based communities within 48
hours.

Tropical Cyclone
WATCH

Issued if a cyclone is expected to affect coastal communities
within 48 hours, but not expected within 24 hours.

Tropical Cyclone
WARNING

Issued if cyclone is affecting or is expected to affect coastal
communities within 24 hours.

Tropical Cyclone
FORECAST TRACK MAP

Issued with tropical cyclone advices to give graphical a
representation of the cyclone’s past track forecast movement
and its threat area.

Australia’s area of responsibility for cyclone services is divided between three Tropical
Cyclone Warning Centres Perth, Darwin and Brisbane.

There have been 207 known impacts from tropical cyclones along the east coast since 1858.
The Queensland region of the Gulf of Carpentaria region has been hit by several disastrous tropical
cyclones. These include the 1887 Burketown cyclone, the 1923 Douglas Mawson cyclone, the 1936
Mornington Island cyclone; the 1948 Bentinck Island cyclone, Cyclone Ted in 1976 and also Cyclone
Dora which came across Wallaby Island and devastated Kowanyama in 1965.
14 | P a g e
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Barry’s stay was short but he got a lot done in
starting his word lists. Barry signed some
copies of his Yir Yoront Dictionary published in
2007 by Mouton De Gruyter in Berlin. A signed
copy has been placed in the school library and
another in the Cultural Centre Archive.

Magnificent Creek bank restoration

BARRY ALPHER VISITS FROM
WASHINGTON DC
Barry Alpher visited Kowanyama in November
to see old friends and help with the Mitchell
River Coastal Wetlands Study that has been
supported by The Christensen Fund a nongovernment organisation in San Francisco.

The Land Office has been talking with Thomas
Hudson and Nick Maxwell of Job Find about
the replanting of the section of the creek bank
cleared of its fence last year
The project would be part of the community
training program being planned by Job Find
who have been looking for community
projects that provide training that leads to
jobs in Kowanyama.
The plan is to replant the creek-side with
native plants from the area like spear rod,
firestick, monkey nut and bush apple trees.
This ties in well with the Land Office’s
objective of increasing the number of useful
traditional plants within the town area. The
project would also help stop erosion of open
areas of the creek bank which leads to
shallowing of the creek.

The Land Office has been working on
Kokoberra names for plants, animals and
landforms of the Topsy to South Mitchell
coast as part of community based research on
the biological and cultural values of coastal
country. Barry has been going through all of
the earlier works by Bruce Sommer, Paul
Black, Geoff Stewart and Phillip Hamilton to
create a table of names in the three main
languages. He is also researching Lauriston
Sharp’s 1930’s work with the Yir Yoront to
help the Land Office develop a seasonal
calendar of country which eventually will
become a large poster for use at the school.
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Kowanyama
Forest Fire Management Program 2012
Oriners & Sefton
The Forest Fire Management Program has been a success with the most early burning that Oriners
and Sefton have seen in the last few years. There were talks and planning held in preparation for the
year. Philip Yam and Louie Native spear headed the on-ground work in 2012, and were based out at
Oriners for the dry season.
Oriners agency staff drove out to Cairns to gather supplies and drive through Laura and Dixie to
Oriners. They were the first to get out to that part of the country. Theft is a big issue in the Peninsula
now so an early presence is important in such a remote area.
The boys had been looking forward to a good year back at Oriners. Aaron Crosbie from Cape York
Sustainable Futures coordinated the Forest Fire Management Program this year with Viv Sinnamon
at the Kowanyama Land & Natural Resource Management Office and the Rural Fire Services. Philip
Yam and Louie Native are an integral part of the planning, as well as implementing the program on
the ground. Eastern Ulkulu groups have also been involved in the planning process with
neighbouring cattle properties earlier this year.

Eastern Ulkulu groups were involved in the
fire planning process with neighbouring
cattle properties earlier in the year

SEFTON

ORINERS
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Fire Scars 2012
Total Area: 3082.2sq/km
Total Area Burnt: 2275.0sq/km
Total Unburnt: 807.3sq/km
Percentage Burnt: 73.8%
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Kowanyama
Forest Fire Management Program 2013
Oriners & Sefton
The 2013 season has been a great success with Philip Yam and Louie Native doing another great job
on the Forest Fire Management Program. This year has seen most of the work done on ground with
quads and cars. The only Aerial Incendiary work was done by Queensland Rural Fire Services
providing a plane and Kowanyama Land Office supplying a navigator for burning on Strathgordon,
Balurga, Harkness, Crosbie, Oriners, Sefton and Dixie.
Planning for next year’s Forest Fire Management Program has already begun. As Philip and Louie are
keen to be back out on country as soon as the wet has finished. Once again they will get into Oriners
via the Peninsula road through Laura and Artemis to allow early on-ground burns.
On the 26th of November this year a meeting was held to start the process of registering and setting
up a Carbon Trading entity. Aaron Crosbie of Cape York Sustainable Futures is helping the program,
with the help and information of the Traditional Owner group. We are hoping to trade 2012, 2013
and 2014 Carbon Credits next year and to work in with neighbouring Pormpuraaw and Eastern
Ulkulu if the proposed market opportunity proves feasible

Fire Scars 2013
Total Area: 3082.6 sq./km
Total Area Burnt: 959.7 sq./km
Total Unburnt: 2132.8 sq./km
Percentage Burnt: 31%

Philip Yam & Dion Ballie, Sefton

SEFTON

ORINERS
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TO ALL OUR SUPPORTERS, FRIENDS AND RELATIVES
OUR LOVE AND BEST WISHES IN 2014
To the Yorta Yorta Nation
who we met late last year
in Victoria

To Phil Rist and
the Girringun mob
of Cardwell
who joined us in Victoria
and Minjerribah

To Quandamooka Mob on
Minjerribah (Stradbroke Island)
who helped us fine tune
our Land Office principles
of operation back in 1998

To international friends who
have helped us in many ways
over many years
including many new friends
met at the 2013 Darwin
World International
Networking Conference
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RED LILLY LAGOON WEED WORK
The Kowanyama rangers have again been working at Red Lilly Lagoon. The focus has been on the
Candle Bush that surrounds the eastern end of the lagoon. A fire went through late in the year which
destroyed the bigger Candle Bush and made way for the younger plants. This was a blessing in
disguise. Only the little ones with no seed were left. They have been sprayed and this will set the
Candle Bush back to allow any other emerging young seedlings to be sprayed with Round up. The
Rangers have also been hitting Chinee Apple, Rubber Vine and a few sickle pod plants which they
have noticed starting
to grow. Keep up the
good work Boys.
Blue Tongue story is
starting to look a lot
better now.

A google image of Red Lilly
showing the location of
weed eradication works

Senna alata
Candle Bush
Candlebush site before
and after images
looking from Blue
Tongue Story site

Wetland Fencing
The Rangers have completed the fence around Red Lilly to
keep stock out of the area. This will let the lotus and other
water plants re-establish and for the water cane, Phragmites
australis, to be introduced where the candle bush has been
removed. Staff will then remove weed seedlings as they come
up in successive years. Water birds have used the cover of the
Candle Bush to nest away from kites and other birds of prey.
The Phragmites will replace the weed as a fast growing dense
cover for the birds in the future.
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AWIN UDNUM
Bernadette Boscacci
Coordinator

Awin Udnum means
Good or the right path
in Uw Oykangand

The sixth Awin Udnum Project Healthy Living Workshop was
held at Errk Iygow, Shelfo on October 30 & 31, 2013.

Malissa Luke Shelfo camp oven baker

A collective effort was made to coordinate and transport 60+
community participants and visiting Health & Health
Promotion professionals out to Shelfo for the two-day
workshop. Senior Custodian Alma Wason formally welcomed
first-time visitors to Country before the workshop activities
started. Community participants of all ages engaged in the
presentations, discussions and various workshop activities.
These activities included Health information sessions,
discussions and presentations, cooking demonstrations, and
other cultural and recreational activities.

On the first day, Dr Lara led a healthy cooking activity with the group using produce from the
Community Garden. Arthur and Roseanne Luke lead traditional food preparation activities with help
from family members. Many others helped out with the food preparation, cooking, collecting wood,
making fires, preparing the kupmurri
and cleaning up between meals. We
all shared and enjoyed kupmurri
meat and vegetables, healthy stews,
fresh fish, steamed rice, salads,
ashes damper, sausages and plenty
of fresh fruit.
Larry Tierney led a discussion on
“How to talk about anger” over
lunch on the first day. This evoked a
number of questions and comments
from
the
group
and
the
conversation continued into the
second day too. Apunipima staff
were also a big part of the workshop: Cath Downey (Diabetes Educator) conducted a yarning session
on Diabetes using her great educational resources; Fiona Millard prepared platters of fresh fruit for
everyone, and worked with the kids and young people to take photos throughout the workshop; the
Tackling Smoking Team, Mario Assan, Mikey Bowie, Neil Fourmile and Gerald Lassenre were a big
help with transporting participants, loading and lugging gear, as well as instigating ball games and
delivering a Tackling Smoking presentation; Kirby (Dietician) also shared in contributing information
about how food impacts Diabetes and which foods to choose for better health.
Workers from the other Awin Udnum bush workshops worked hard and shared their facilitation
experience with the Traditional Owners, and others involved. Throughout the workshops
participants were encouraged to take photographs and video footage of the activities, to gain
20 | P a g e
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experience with the different digital recording equipment,
contributing to the project’s documentation and the future
development of locally specific health promotion resources.
In the afternoons we engaged in various recreational and
cultural activities such as palm leaf collection and
processing, beading, painting, fishing, walking, telling stories
and swimming. A small group camped overnight. Everyone
Sharlene Brumby and Elder Clara Yam
cutting palm leaf
was encouraged to drink lots of water to avoid dehydration
and most us had a swim to escape from the heat. Many
participants commented that they had gained new information and knowledge about chronic
disease and smoking as a result of the workshop presentations.
It was good that the School allowed pass-outs for the children of the host (and extended) families’
school aged children so that they could attend and be part of the workshop activities.
Thanks to Alma Luke and family, all the project workers
and everyone who participated and contributed in the
development of and facilitation of this holistic,
community health event.

“It was a great day and wonderful to have
two-way sharing of knowledge and culture
on country. “ Cath Downey, Apunipima.
Apologies to Lillian & Charlene for the earlier naming error

LIVE TAIPAN SENT TO ANTI-VENOM
PROGRAM IN SA
The Land Office captured a live 2 metre taipan from
Walter Parry’s carport in Kowanyama Street recently.
With the help of the Cairns Tropical Zoo at Palm Cove
the snake was transferred to an anti-venom program
in Adelaide South Australia. Viv the Manager noted
that expert advice should be sought for the removal of
snakes from houses where taipans have been feeding
on the increased population of field rats over the last
two years. Most snake bites occur when trying to kill
an animal. “It was great to think that such a venomous
but beautiful snake would go to a program that saves
lives”, he said. Thanks to Monty Gilbert and Rodney
for taking the reptile to Cairns and Cairns Tropical Zoo.
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THE FERAL CAT (Felis cattus)
Biology & Ecology: Feral cats live, hunt and reproduce in the wild. They are the same species as
domestic cats but differ in how and where they live rather than any true biological differences. Feral
cats weigh about 3-4 kg, with body lengths ranging from 40-60 cm. Males are usually larger than
females. Most feral cats are short haired and not showy breeds like Siamese or Persian. Coat colours
range between ginger, tabby, tortoiseshell, grey and black. In Australia tabby and ginger cats are the
most abundant.

Habitat: Feral cats live in a diverse range of habitats including deserts, forests, woodlands and
grasslands. They usually reach their highest densities on small islands or in human-modified habitats
such as farms and rubbish tips. Feral cats are generally nocturnal and will rest during the day in den
sites such as hollow logs, piles of debris, rabbit warrens or dense scrub.

Nutrition:

In Australia cats mainly eat small native and

exotic mammals – rabbits being a major target when available.
They also eat birds, lizards and insects. They prefer live prey, but
will scavenge for carrion when live food is scarce.

A mother cat will kill many small animals per day for her young
while she teaches them to hunt for themselves
Reproduction & Lifecycle: Female cats can reproduce at 10-12 months of age, with males
reaching maturity at about one year. Longer breeding periods have been noted in drier, warmer
areas compared to cooler wetter places. They produce up to three litters a year (65 days gestation)
averaging four kittens per litter. Kittens are weak hunters and can take up to six months to become
independent.
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Original Distribution: Feral and domestic cats
are descended from wildcats (Felis silvestris) native
to Eurasia and Africa. Cats share a long history of
association with humans that has helped their
spread across the globe. Archaeological evidence of
cat taming dates back about 9500 years ago to
Crete.

Current Australian Distribution:
Cats probably first arrived in Australia as pets of European settlers during the 18th Century, and were
later deliberately introduced in an attempt to control rabbits and rodents. Cats now occupy 99% of
Australia, including many offshore islands. Data on feral cat numbers is difficult to collect and total
population estimates for Australia vary considerably, ranging from five million up to 18 million. They
are in significant numbers in the Kowanyama region.

Economic Impact: Feral cats have no obvious positive economic value. The cost of feral cats due
to management and research has been estimated at $2 million per year. The loss inflicted by feral
and domestic cats, based on bird predation alone, has been estimated at $144 million annually.

Social Impacts:

Feral cats pose a serious health risk to

humans, livestock and native animals as carriers of diseases
such as Toxoplasmosis and Sarcosporidiosis. Feral cats also
represent a high-risk reservoir for exotic diseases such as
rabies if an outbreak were to occur in Australia.

Environmental Impacts:

Feral cats are exceptional hunters
and pose a significant threat to the
survival of many native species
including small mammals, birds and
reptiles.
Feral cats have been implicated in extinction of
Australian native animals and have added to the failure
of endangered species reintroduction (eg. numbat, bilby). About 80 endangered and threatened
species are at risk from feral cat predation in Australia according to Australia’s Environment
Protection & Biodiversity Conservation Act (1999) and threat abatement plan (2008).
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FERAL PIG HEALTH SURVEY
The Land Office, its Ranger Service and Animal Health staff worked with Chris Rodwell, Bruce
Lansdowne and team from the Federal Department of Agriculture, Northern Australia Quarantine
Strategy Unit conducting a survey of 250 kms of coast which included Kowanyama Aboriginal Lands.
Animals were found to be in reasonable health with no sign of exotic diseases or evidence of NARC’s
targeted diseases. The team was well received once again by
the Kowanyama State School where Chris Rodwell gave a talk
to students and teachers. Thank you everyone for a good job!

TIME TO REGISTER
YOUR MATE FOR 2014







All dogs must be registered for 2014
Please pay your registration now
$20 per dog
Only three dogs per household are allowed
Only permanent residents can register dogs
No one can keep an unregistered dog

REGISTER NOW
See Willy our Animal Health Officer at the Land Office
24 | P a g e

KOWANYAMA LAND OFFICE NEWS SIXTH EDITION 2013

SCHOOL
CONCERT A
SUCCESS
A hall full of parents and students
Elder, Agnes Gilbert enjoying the night
attended the End of year school
barbecue and concert the day before
teachers left for holidays this week. Councilor Teddy Bernard welcomed everyone to the concert on
behalf of traditional owners and the Mayor, Robert Holness gave an address to the crowd.
Principal, Ross McHutcheon and Deputy
Tal Mitchell presented students with
academic and attendance awards. The
Principal noted the marked improvement
of student performance and urged
parents to support their children’s
attendance at school. “We have shown
that attendance at school does have a
marked effect on children’s literacy
skills”, He said. Two students were also presented with awards for greatest achievement by Dan
Turner of James Cook University, Cairns.
The crowd enjoyed class stage performances and the Yir Yoront Bottom End dancers performed for
departing teachers and the crowd. Teachers and school staff were thanked for their services in 2013.

A WHOLE NEW
HOUSING ESTATE
Watch our first edition in
the new year for a story
on the 29 new houses
built in Kowanyama in
2013. We will compare it
with the 1966 rebuild in
photographs
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ERRK OYKANGAND 2012
A busy but successful year
Work began last year on the new National Park boundary
fence line. The fencing crew consisted of Philip Yam, Louie
Native, Terrance Bernard, Taron David, William Yam, Gerald
Goggleye and Daniel Maddalena. They began in October at
the Mitchell River end of the fenceline and went through to
the Alice River end putting star pickets and strainers in the
ground. Then went back to start running wire. The crew
where camped at Emu Lagoon for the duration of the
fencing contract.
The crew
where cut
short
of
finishing the fenceline due to the start of the wet
season, and were looking forward to getting back to
the fence early in 2013 to put the finishing touches
to the fence.
Philip Yam said “That it was good to see traditional
owners getting employed to work on country and
especally that it was in the National Park which we
joint manage with QNPWS”.
There is a great sense of pride and ownership of the fenceline within the crew, the boys are hoping
that there will be more work
like this in the future. Philip and
the rangers returned this dry to
straighten the flood damage
and finish the job.
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ERRK OYKANGAND 2013
The 2012-13 wet season saw some of the newly erected fence pushed over by the flood waters. This
will be a yearly job for the rangers as the fenceline runs in between the Alice and Mitchell Rivers This
has been re-erected by Philip Yam, Roger Inkerman (volunteer) and the Land Office Rangers. Thank
you for all your hard work boys.

The 2013 season has also seen the building of a new tank stand and also a hot water donkey,with
the combined work of the Kowanyama Rangers and the Queensland National Park Rangers. So now
you can even have a hot shower when you are camping out at Achamp ampungk (Emu Lagoon).

Errk Oykangand has been host to a number of National Park planning meetings with Traditional
Owners, QNPWS Staff and Paul Josif Planning Consultant from Darwin. These meetings where held
three times over the year getting a lot of valuable information and ideas for the park.
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Shark Time Again
Perrchel also known as wild onion,
(Crinum lily) are out and in flower again
telling us the sharks are in the river and
are fat.
Some people have already started
fishing although rain has made travel to
saltwater country a bit hard in places.
Everyone is asked not to waste the
backbones of the fish. Some people
want them to clean and use for making
necklaces while the bones are available.
Shark liver oil is a very nutritious and
popular traditional bush food that is high
in omega oils. Eat up everybody!!
Shark was originally caught on short rods cut from the spear rod tree
(Thespesia) and short lines of string made from yo thethuw or YangaR fig tree
bark (Ficus virens). The wooden hooks were tied with bait along their shank and
pulled straight in when a fish was caught. Old fishing stations have been used
this month by people at Korrchiy (The Rocks) and Thalarr wungvnhan (Landing)
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SWANS VISIT MITCHELL RIVER
DELTA WETLANDS
Rangers working on the Red Lilly wetlands fence line
in the last weeks of December have spotted a group
of four black swans on the nearby swamp at Muw.
Others working the boundary
Koolatah and Errk Oykangand
Hereford Swamp earlier.

fence between
saw swans at

A swan was also sighted at Big Red Lilly on Rutland
Plains this year. It is possible they are the same
group moving about the country.
Maudie Fraser years ago remembered working on Valley of Lagoons Station
owned by the Collins family where she said the swans were known to nest.
There have been sightings at Kowanyama over the last 40 years of mostly single
birds at Worrpo on the Ten Mile by Peter Michael, Aidan Patrick and Viv
Sinnamon.

The Black Swan (Cygnus atratus) is a large waterbird, a species of swan, which breeds
mainly in the southeast and southwest regions of Australia. The swan was hunted to
extinction in New Zealand, but later reintroduced. Within Australia they are nomadic, with
erratic migration patterns dependent upon climatic conditions. Black Swans are large
birds with mostly black feathers and red beaks. They breed with a single lifetime partner
and share looking after the nest and young birds that are called cygnets.
Thank you Wikipediafor the background.

December rains bring life
to wetlands
The brolgas, jabirus, geese and other water
birds including visiting swans will be gathering
on swamps dampened by recent rains
Rain water brings life to dried swamps in a
time that is briefly called “back open time” for
the long necked swamp turtles that awaken
from their sleep beneath the softened surface.
Freshwater crabs come out from their holes
deep under the wetlands to breed. The crabs
and frogs that gather in the pools of swamp
water provide food for thousands of hungry
waterbirds. Full swamps give the crabs shelter.
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