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Leading the news this 
month is the Annual 
Kowanyama Rodeo and 
Ball. It was amazing to 
see the community come 
together to support our 
champion riders. 

This was followed by 
the Fishing Competition 
proudly sponsored by the 
Sports and Recreation 
Association with support 
from the Council.

Council has acquired a 
new CAT930 loader as the 
Roads and Infrastructure 
team begin work at the 
Kowanyama dump.

The dump is being cleaned 
up and the new loader will 
be used daily to keep the 
site in order.

Other articles include 

information on Council’s 
text messaging system to 
alert us about impending 
dangers, local issues and 
events. 

QLD Health and the Royal 
Flying Doctor Service will 
continue to provide regular 
COVID-19 vaccination 
clinics in Community. 
Council’s Facebook page 
will always have the latest 
COVID-19 clinic dates 
posted for all to see.

I want to thank everyone 
who has been vaccinated 
so far. It is important that 
as many people as possible 
get vaccinated to keep 
our community safe and 
protect the health of our 
Elders and young people. 

The borders are opening 
and we need to keep 
Kowanyama safe!

Wishing you a Merry 
Christmas and I look 
forward to working 
together on all the great 
projects planned for 
Kowanyama in 2022.

Read on for more.

MESSAGE FROM  
THE MAYOR, ROBBIE SANDS

WOMEN’S 
GROUP COOKING 
SESSIONS
The Kowanyama Women’s 
Group is hosting cooking 
sessions every Monday until 
Christmas. 

All ingredients will be 
provided and each week we 
will be cooking something 
different.

When: every Monday 

Where: MPC Kitchen 

Time: 1pm - 4pm

Please see Beatrice, Sherima, 
Lucy, Shanane or Michelle if 
you want to join.

Weekly COVID-19 vaccinations available in Kowanyama. Get your vax today!



WINNER ALL ROUND COWBOY 
Jensen Bryce Greenwool 
Second – Jade Harold    
Third - Mason Raymond  

First Jnr Bull ride - Terrance Bernard
Second Jnr Bull Ride - Tennison Paul 
Third Jnr Bull ride – Jayden Warrado 

First Bronc Ride - Michael Gibbo 
Second (tie) - McGavin Dick / Telwyn Gibbo
Third (tie) – Allan Gilbo / Robin Native 

First Jnr Calf Ride – Lachlan Raymond 
Second – Kaydan Gilbert 
Third – Lincoln Tommy 

KOWANYAMA RODEO AND BALL

(L to R) – Arnold Possum (Kokomenjena man), Thomas Hudson (President – Sport & 
Recreation Association), Juliette Yam (Kunjen and Olkolo woman).

The annual Rodeo Ball, 
organised by the Sport & 
Recreation Association, 
returned this year 
following a year off due to 
COVID-19. 

It is always a great 
opportunity for Community 
to get dressed up and show 
off their best cowboy/cowgirl 
outfits, with prizes awarded 
for best dressed.
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Deputy Mayor Cameron Josiah with Plant Operator and dump master Joe Adams.

Council’s essential services team 
proudly took possession of their 
new CAT930 loader on 13 
September. This machine will be 
undertaking work on the dump 
redevelopment and then be used 
daily for maintenance works at the 
dump site.

KOWANYAMA CANTEEN REFURB NEARS COMPLETION
Council’s Roads, Infrastructure & Essential Services team has been working hard to deliver 
refurbishment works on the Kowanyama Canteen before the year’s end.

Funding for this project was provided by the Queensland Government’s Department of State 
Development, Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning under the Local Government 
Grants and Subsidies Program funding round.

The works will be of great benefit to the community and include a new undercover structure, 
installation of a new toilet block and a full perimeter fence, which has now been established 
across the site.

The existing male and female amenities have also undergone renovations, while the Canteen 
building has also received a replacement roof, electrical 
upgrade, and new floor finishes.

On the outside, the building has received a full external 
repaint, new and refurbished tables and chairs, plus additional 
concreted areas for seating.

The team have also taken the opportunity to replace 
the existing bar and upgrade the stormwater 
infrastructure on site.

Council works on the Canteen refurbishment 
project are scheduled for completion at the end of 
November 2021.

KOWANYAMA DUMP 
SITE UPGRADE



The Kowanyama Art and Cultural Project, sponsored by RISE carries on the vision of studying 
and celebrating our ancient heritage and expressing them in our current environment through 
community-based art activities. 

The 2021 Ngethn O’ group exhibition for the 
Cairns Indigenous Art Fair (CIAF) involved 
crafting the old (shields) whilst developing the 
new (paintings). The decision to incorporate 
both traditional shields and a repertoire of 
black and white painted images was for two 
reasons: 1) the need to develop our painting 
skills and techniques; and 2) understanding 
how we use art as a means of transmitting 
our traditional knowledge and practices 
across generations. 

Ngethn O’ incorporated sculpture (shields) using 
traditional technology and paintings to tell a 
pictorial story of the people of Kowanyama. 
Photographic references from our archive were 
used to serve as a cultural and historical base 
for the accompanying paintings. 

The project’s intent is to capture the 
Kowanyama people’s nature and energy whilst 
in their element, either dancing, hunting, 
yarning, making a dilly bag or just being. It 
unites ancient history with current times.

The RISE Art and Cultural Project has 
helped develop an artistic representation of 
Kowanyama’s story and captured the vision 
for passing on Kowanyama’s traditional culture 
and knowledge. It honours the Elders who 
worked hard to keep the cultural heritage of 
their country and people alive. It serves as a 
foundation for Kowanyama identities from 
childhood and throughout our lives.

A big thank you to the following 
organisations for their CIAF sponsorship 
and support: Kowanyama Aboriginal Shire 
Council, Kowanyama Police Social Club, Abm 
Elgoring Ambung Aboriginal Corporation, 
Kowanyama Culture and Research Centre 
and Kowanyama Sports Association.

ART & CULTURE

Fayleen Jimmy learning about color and portrait painting 
during the mentoring workshop

Curator Training Northsite Gallery Cairns 2021

Dilly Bag - CIAF Exhibition 2021

Article and images supplied by Tania Major.



Kowanyama Aboriginal Shire Council has a system to advise community 
members by text message about disasters, urgent community matters and 
important events. 

Understandably, people have many questions and opinions about the vaccines and their 
development, and often these are shared through social media, videos, and articles. However 
not everything that is being shared is accurate. There are a lot of false or misleading claims 
already circulating about the COVID-19 vaccines. This sort of information isn’t just wrong, it 
can be dangerous.

So how do you know what COVID-19 information to believe? 

An easy way of ensuring you are receiving reliable information about the COVID-19 vaccine is 
by visiting trusted sources such as the Queensland Health website, or the Australian Technical 
Advisory Group on Immunisation (ATAGI).

Ensure the information you are reading is trustworthy, by checking their sources.

STAY INFORMED AND DISASTER READY!

STOPPING THE SPREAD OF COVID-19 VACCINE MYTHS

Signing up to get these messages from Council means you can receive 
information instantly and easily be informed of situations.  

Council will continue to inform the community of important messages in a 
variety of ways, however all community members who own a mobile phone 
are encouraged to register to be able to receive urgent and important messages. 

All you need to do to register your number is text the word “updates” to 0428 386 304.  

22 YEARS OF SERVICE
KOWANYAMA POST MASTER

After more than 22 years of Service as Post 
Master with the Kowanyama Aboriginal Shire 
Council, David Jack finished his role on 17 
June 2021.  David began as Post Master in 
Kowanyama on 18 August 1999. Council 
acknowledges David’s contribution to the 
community over his many years of service, 
and wishes him all the very best in his future 
endeavors.

Thanks for your service and  
best wishes for the future,

Mayor Robbie Sands,
Kowanyama Aboriginal Shire Council



Get in touch.

Tel: (07) 4040 4505

Email: comments@kowanyama.qld.gov.au
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Every week until 
Christmas

COVID-19 Vaccination Clinics Royal Flying Doctor Service Pfizer Vaccination Clinic 
Kowanyama. Pfizer vaccine available to everyone ages 12+ 
years (including those aged 60+). Two doses needed for 
maximum protection.

Every Monday 
until Christmas

Cooking The Kowanyama Women’s Group is hosting cooking sessions at 
the MPC Kitchen from 1pm - 4pm

December 14th Women’s Group Meeting 5pm – 7pm @ Community Hall

Date TBC Council Community  
Christmas Party

December 25th Christmas Day

December 26th Boxing Day

December 27th & 
28th

Public Holiday Monday 27 and Tuesday 28 December 2021 are public holidays, 
in lieu of Saturday 25th and Sunday 26th.

December 31st New Years Eve New Years Eve

January 3rd Public Holiday Monday 03 January 2022 is a public holiday, in lieu of Saturday 
01 January 2022.

DECEMBER EVENTS

Council Office Closure - Midday Friday 24 December 2021

Council Office Return - 8am Tuesday 04 January 2022

For more information and news stories visit kowanyama.qld.gov.au/news


