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WELCOME

SIGN UP FOR 
COUNCIL ALERTS

Kowanyama Aboriginal 
Shire Council has a system 

to advise community 
members by text message 

about disasters, urgent 
community matters and 

important events. You can 
sign up to receive these 

alerts by texting the word 
“updates” to  

0428 386 304.

The rise of COVID-19 in 
Australia this year brought 
with it unprecedented 
times and challenges for 
Kowanyama.  We have 
all had to find new ways 
to adapt and continue 
to thrive despite difficult 
circumstances. 

I am incredibly proud of our 
community and the tireless 
work and perseverance 
undertaken by everyone 
in the past 12 months to 
ensure that Kowanyama 
adapted and flourished 
amidst a troublesome 
pandemic.

Safety for our residents 
was a number one priority. 
I thank everyone for 
adhering to the lockdown 
measures and complying 
with the travel restrictions 

placed on our community. 
Whilst tough, these 
measures minimised our 
people’s exposure to this 
deadly virus and kept our 
community safe.

Here at Kowanyama Shire 
Aboriginal Shire Council, 
we are fortunate enough 
to end the year on a 
positive note. We’ve had an 
incredibly successful year 
for Kowanyama in terms of 
development, funding and 
social activities. Read on for 
the latest news from the 
Council teams on current 
and future projects. 

As Mayor, I look forward to 
helping achieve many more 
great projects and initiatives 
for Kowanyama in 2021. 
I am passionate about 
community employment 
and encourage local 
residents to apply for work 
on our upcoming projects 
around community.

Stay safe and wishing you 
all a very Merry Christmas,

Warm regards 

Robbie Sands. 

MESSAGE FROM THE MAYORWELCOME
Welcome to the December edition 
of the Kowanyama Aboriginal Shire 

Council Newsletter, featuring a range 
of important community updates, 

exciting community news about town 
and some great local stories to share. 

 If you have a story for our next 
edition please let us know at 

comments@kowanyama.qld.gov.au



Child Protection Week was held in September under the theme of ‘Putting Children First’.

In honour of this year’s theme, Council’s 
Community Services Unit approached 
Kowanyama State School to address their 
assembly on the 11th of September 2020.

Our Women’s Services Coordinator, Ani 
Seruvatu spoke to the assembled children, 
teachers and their parents/carers about 
the importance of developing events and 
celebrating the Child Protection Week within 
the community.

Ms Seruvatu expressed the importance of 
respect and outlined how children must 
respect others, respect themselves, respect 
their country (land and sea), their language 
and culture. Her aim was to remind the 

children that they are the future and hold the 
key for the generations that will follow. 

“With RESPECT you will always remain 
Culture Strong, Language Strong and 
Community Strong,” said Ms Seruvatu.

Executive Manager Community Services, Mr 
Kevin Bell and the Community Services staff 
of the Kowanyama Aboriginal Shire Council 
also hosted a BBQ at the local Kowanyama 
Swimming Pool.

As you can see from the photos, it was a great 
way for the local children to wrap up this fun 
and informative event by enjoying a cool dip 
in the pool, good food and good times with 
their friends. 

QUEENSLAND CHILD PROTECTION WEEK
The Community Service team taking the 4WD bus out on country with the kids.

Councillor Jacob Josiah and the children of Kowanyama.



Executive Manager Community Services: Mr Kevin Bell and 
local children celebrating QLD Child Protection Week in 
deadly style.

Left to right: Sport & Recreation Officer: Maxwell Luke, 
Senior Sargent Warren Flegg and Disability Services Team 
Leader: Ian Brown.

Kowanyama Aboriginal Shire Council is 
urging residents to prepare for the upcoming 
wet season.

Mayor Robbie Sands said now was the perfect 
time for residents to start getting ready.

“Council is doing its bit to be prepared. It’s also 
important Kowanyama’s residents do their 
own preparations – clean up your yards, make 
sure your gutters are clear, and take the time 
to ensure your property is ready. If a cyclone 

is coming, have a supply of food and a storage 
of fresh water at home.

“I also urge all residents to text in and register 
to receive any urgent alerts from Council. To 
register all you need to do is text the word 
‘updates’ to 0428 386 204.

“You can’t control the weather or when the 
next disaster will hit, but you can be aware 
and prepared,” Mayor Sands said.

GET READY FOR STORM SEASON!

QUEENSLAND CHILD PROTECTION WEEK CONTINUED ...

Christmas!HAVE A MERRY  
KOWANYAMA
Council is hosting a Christmas  
party for Community on  
Friday 18th December.
Time: 5:00pm to 9:00pm

Venue: The MPC (Multi-Purpose Centre)

There will be presents for kids of all  
ages and a sausage sizzle!



This crucial project funding is being used to 
provide essential upgrades, new amenities and 
several new social houses (including duplexes). 
This will also help drive employment and 
training opportunities across our community.

The new and improved facilities include:

• The Community Centre

• The Aged Care Centre

• Kowanyama Canteen renovation

• Workshop Compound

• Contractors Camp

• Phase 1 of Women’s Meeting Place

The Community Centre upgrade includes a full 
internal renovation, new roof, wall sheeting 
and toilet block with improved accessibility. 
The facility also gains a new performance 
stage as it becomes a modern, all-purpose 
Arts and Cultural centre, which is due to 
reopen in early 2021. 

The Aged Care Centre has received a complete 
makeover, with a new set of amenities and 
undercover area now available to the staff 

and residents. Future works include a new 
driveway, carport, covered storage area and 
external fencing.

A new family bistro arrives next year with major 
upgrades to the Kowanyama Canteen. Originally 
built in the 1970’s, the building was long overdue 
for renovation. The tender has been awarded 
and the works should kick-off shortly. 

Demolition of existing and unused sheds at the 
Workshop Compound has been completed to 
provide more usable space. The new works 
include the replacement of the roadworks 
shed, a new electrician’s shed, an awning 
for the carpentry shed and a newly covered 
heavy plant storage area.

An upgrade to the Contractors Camp will soon 
see the creation of storage areas and additional 
accommodation to provide contractors with 
more facilities for the delivery of future projects.

Phase 1 of a Women’s Meeting Place has 
been funded and a Business Plan is being 
developed to source additional funding for 
future phases. The first phase is set to include 
an open gazebo and perimeter fencing, plus a 
new kitchen and toilet for use by the women 
in Community.

UPDATE ON MAJOR INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS 
The Kowanyama Aboriginal Shire Council is proud to announce that it has been successful in 
obtaining over $4 million in funding for major infrastructure projects in 2020/21 as well as 
$6.86 million for new social housing. 

Aged Care Centre makeover Community Centre Upgrade



KOWANYAMA’S ROARING ROAD WARRIORS

CRITICAL KOWANYANA ROADWORKS COMPLETED THIS YEAR
• Kowanyumvl Road upgrade

• National Park section upgrades

• Completion of three causeways 

• Topsy Road upgrades

• Landing Road upgrades

• South Mitchell Road upgrades 

• Gravel re-sheeting on Shelfo Road 

• Removal of 3,000 tonnes of sand from 

Mitchell River to be used for Kowanyama’s 

Concrete Batching Plant

It’s been a stellar year for Kowanyama 
Aboriginal Shire Council’s all-Indigenous 
road crew, who have completed a number of 
significant projects across the region, totalling 
nearly $10 million in value and becoming the 
first Council in QLD to complete Disaster 
Recovery Funding Arrangements 2020 works.

The team has worked incredibly hard, despite 
the COVID-19 pandemic, by delivering the 
projects ahead of schedule and before the 
commencement of the region’s wet season.

Kowanyama Aboriginal Shire Council’s Acting 
Executive Manager Roads, Infrastructure & 
Essential Services Jacqui Cresswell, said the 
2020 Kowanyama Road Crew has been one 
of Council’s biggest successes of the year.

“The all-Indigenous road crew is made up of 
100 per cent local workers, with funds being 
funnelled back into the local community, 
businesses and the families who live here,” 

Ms Creswell said. 

“It’s a completely local initiative and rather 
than providing workers, contractors and 
resources from elsewhere, we’ve kept things 
within Kowanyama. 

“Ultimately, this meant huge economic and 
personal benefits for the entire local region. 

“Also, by employing all local staff during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, meant the risk 
of the virus entering our community was 
significantly minimised.” 

Project Manager Alex Barker explained that 
all workers undertook stringent onsite safety 
training during the pandemic and practiced 
safe social distancing measures, meaning 
work could carry on unaffected.

“We can’t wait to see what the next year 
will bring for our amazing road crew,” Ms 
Cresswell said.



Get in touch.

Tel: (07) 4040 4505

Email: comments@kowanyama.qld.gov.au

www.kowanyama.qld.gov.au
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The Queensland Government has announced 
a significant long-term reform for Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Communities known 
as ‘Local Thriving Communities’.

The objective of this reform is to improve 
service delivery, governance and economic 
opportunities in line with community aspirations 
and expectations.

The core of the reform is that community 
members should set the community’s priorities 
and required outcomes. Service providers 
should align their funding and activities within 
these priorities and outcomes and deliver 
goods and services in line with them.

In order to implement this reform Council has 
allocated specific portfolios to Councillors, and 
a series of meetings are being established to 
focus on priority outcome areas for community.

The plan is to develop quarterly forums in 
order to meet and discuss existing issues 
for Council, Elders and stakeholders. The 
forums held so far include Law, Lore and 
Justice, and  Education, with the Health 
forum to be held next.

Membership of the forum is inclusive of the 
Mayor and CEO, the designated portfolio 
member, Elders, service providers and other 
stakeholders from the nominated sector.

Council is in full support of this important 
initiative, which is developed on an outcomes-
based model that will drive effective change 
and efficiency in the delivery of services for 
Community.

LOCAL THRIVING COMMUNITIES
UPDATE FROM THE CEO, GARY UHLMANN

Mayor Robbie Sands
Business   |   Finance

Economic development   |   Council

Councillor Teddy Bernard

Education   |   Training    |   Culture

Councillor Richard Stafford

Health    |    Housing

Councillor Jacob Elroy Josiah

Law & Lore    |   Justice    |   Infrastructure

Deputy Mayor Cameron Josiah

Community Services   |   Environment

Kowanyama Aboriginal Shire Council 
Portfolios are designated as follows:


