
MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR

The festive season in 
Kowanyama was a fun time 
for the kids and families in 
Community, with a Council 
event held on Christmas Eve 
that included an appearance by 
a very special Santa, and a disco 
for the young ones to dance the 
night away.

We also hosted a visit by Ms 
Cynthia Lui MP, State Member 
for Cook, who was welcomed 
to our community by the staff of 
Kowanyama Women’s Services 
Hub for a meeting on issues such 
as the lack of transitional housing 
for women and children.

Our infrastructure programs 
continue to push ahead with 
many important projects for 
Community and Council, 
including the Town Hall building, 
which had a major overhaul and 
will be re-opening shortly as the 
new Community Centre with 
many improvements including 
disabled access and amenities. 

Building improvements are 
underway for the canteen 

including the installation of a 
fantastic new outdoor dining 
area, providing a space for people 
to have meals. 

Our electrical department and 
road crew benefit from a new 
workshop and undercover storage 
area, whilst work continues 
on our water, solid waste and 
sewerage infrastructure.

Construction of the new women’s 
meeting place will commence this 
year next to the women’s shelter 
and will host events and activities 
for the ladies of the community.

We urge residents to play it safe 
in case of further wet season 
events by maintaining their yards, 
making sure gutters are clear and 
removing any rubbish, and have 
a supply of fresh water and food 
available for you and your family 
and your pets.

As your Mayor, I am eager to 
ensure that this is an incredibly 
successful year for Kowanyama 
in terms of development, funding 
and social activities. I am very 
focused on local employment 
opportunities and encourage 
people in Community to apply for 
jobs when they are advertised.

Read on for the latest news from 
your Council.
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WELCOME
Welcome to the February edition 

of the Kowanyama Aboriginal Shire 
Council Newsletter, featuring a range 

of important community updates, 
exciting community news about town 
and some great local stories to share. 

 If you have a story for our next 
edition please let us know at 

comments@kowanyama.qld.gov.au

SIGN UP FOR 
COUNCIL ALERTS

Kowanyama Aboriginal 
Shire Council has a system 

to advise community 
members by text message 

about disasters, urgent 
community matters and 

important events. You can 
sign up to receive these 

alerts by texting the word 
“updates” to  

0428 386 304.

Warm regards, 
Mayor Robbie Sands



2   Issue 6 | September 2021

COMMUNITY SERVICES UPDATE

CHRISTMAS TIME IN KOWANYAMA

The Kowanyama Aboriginal Shire Council (KASC) 
held a Christmas event for all the kids and families 
of the community on Christmas Eve, 24 December.

The event was coordinated by the Community Services 
business unit and included a BBQ dinner for all to 
enjoy plus hundreds of gifts, which were presented to 
kids from ages 0 to 18. The kids then danced their way 
into the evening with a disco.

For KASC staff organising the Community Christmas 
Party it was all hands-on deck to wrap over 300 gifts, 
feed the multitudes and bring the spirit of giving. The 

kids and adults in Community thoroughly enjoyed the 
event and were grateful for the efforts of all involved. 

Deputy Mayor Cameron Josiah played the role of 
Santa to bring the good will and presents for the kids 
and Santa’s helpers were the friendly staff of KASC’s 
Sports and Recreation team.

We are pleased to say that our 2020 Christmas party 
was a huge success, and we will make sure this annual 
event is something to really look forward to for the 
whole community.



On Tuesday 8 December, the Kowanyama Women’s 
Services Hub staff met with State Government MP 
Cynthia Lui (Member for Cook) to discuss a number 
of issues that are important to the community.

First on the list was the welcome donation from 
Cynthia Lui’s office of $1000 for Kowanyama Services.

Ms Lui very kindly donated nine large bags of clothing 
to be utilised at the Kowanyama Women’s Shelter for 
service users and their children who also access the  
facilities at the shelter.

Kowanyama Women’s Services staff and service 
users discussed in great detail the housing issues 
being experienced here in Kowanyama. The lack of 
transitional housing within the community and how 
this has impacted the people of Kowanyama was 
brought to Ms Lui’s attention.

MEMBER FOR COOK VISIT

VACATION CARE SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAM

December is the busiest month and kept our KASC 
Sport, Recreation and Playgroup staff super busy 
creating and hosting a fun holiday program. 

Staff underwent training and were trained by Swim 
QLD in the months before the school holidays. 

The training program helped staff to feel confident 
in their role and meant the pool could be supervised 
throughout the  day with the responsibility shared 
between all staff rather than just a few. 
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During November 2020 a team of seven 
staff from the Kowanyama Aboriginal 
Shire Council (KASC) were invited by the 
Napranum Aboriginal Shire Council (NASC) 
to attend a snake handling training event.

Presented by the Local Government Association 
of Queensland (LGAQ) the program was 
facilitated by ‘Ranger Dan’ Bamblett, owner of 
Hands on Wildlife, and was the first of its kind to 
be presented by the LGAQ.

The NASC organised the event following higher than 
usual venomous snake activity in the  Napranum 
community, including the presence of some large 
coastal taipans.

After consulting with the other councils 
on the western side of Cape York, they 
discovered the problem was more widespread. 
NASC then approached LGAQ to urgently organise 
snake handling and relocation training.

Hands on Wildlife is one of the Department of 
Environment and Science’s approved training 
providers. Ranger Dan drove over from Townsville with 
his snakes to the Napranum Community Hall to conduct 
the course, which is a pre-requisite for obtaining the 
Damage Mitigation Permit that is required to capture and 
re-locate snakes.

The program covered snake identification, snake and reptile 
behaviour,  zero-contact (safe use of hooks and tongs) 
handling techniques for venomous and non-venomous 
snakes and proper first aid treatment for snakebites.

KASC Land Sea and Environment Manager, Mr Scott Olds, said the 
training was outstanding and all seven of the KASC team enjoyed 
the course as it changed the way they feel about snakes.

“The training has changed our whole mindset on dealing with 
snakes, as well as our understanding and our confidence in 
handling them. Everyone on our course felt it was the best thing 
they have ever done,” Mr Olds said.

In all, 20 participants from Napranum, Mapoon, Lockhart River 
and Kowanyama Aboriginal Shire Councils and Weipa Town Authority 
took part in the course, which was supported by funding from the Indigenous 
VET Partnerships program, known as the Indigenous Capacity Building 
Program.

SNAKE HANDLING COURSE IS MORE THAN 
JUST UPSCALING FOR TRAINEES
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YEAR 6 CLASS OF 2020 GRADUATES
The Mayor, Councilors and Council’s Executive team send their congratulations to the students of  

Kowanyama State School’s Class of 2020. 

During December the Kowanyama State School and Council held a graduation ceremony for our Year 6 
students to celebrate the completion of their journey through junior school. As you can see from the photos 

they are an amazing group of people with very bright futures ahead. 



Council’s infrastructure teams  have been busily working on a number of key projects to upgrade Community 
and Council facilities.

Get in touch.

Tel: (07) 4040 4505

Email: comments@kowanyama.qld.gov.au

www.kowanyama.qld.gov.au
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INFRASTRUCTURE AND ESSENTIAL 
SERVICES UPDATE

Community Centre Upgrade

Undercover storage

Canteen covered dining

Community Centre
The town hall building will be opening shortly as 
the new Community Centre and has had a major 
overhaul with a kitchen upgrade, a new stage area 
and new toilet block that includes disabled access 
and amenities. The installation of several roller 
doors, verandahs and large internal fan will help 
ventilate the building which will be used for a variety 
of community activities and events, arts and crafts.

Women’s meeting place
The new women’s meeting place is due to be 
constructed as soon as the roads open and will be 
located next to the women’s shelter. This facility 
will host a variety of activities for the ladies of the 
community.

Workshop and essential services
Construction of a new workshop area for our 
electrical department and road crew is now complete 
and includes an undercover area for storage of 
Council’s machinery. Works are also continuing on 
the upgrade of our water, solid waste and sewerage 
areas, which is being funded under the Indigenous 
Councils Critical Infrastructure Program (ICCIP).

Canteen upgrade
Funding has been received for building improvements 
to the canteen including the installation of an 
external gazebo for outdoor dining, electrical and 
roof replacement.


