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In  this month’s news: 
Council’s reporting and 
complaints policy, plus a 
new flooding and drainage 
study for Kowanyama to 
assist with planning and 
future development.

Our current infrastructure 
projects include the 
Kowanyama Community 
Centre and new Women’s 
Meeting Place.

Our Community Services 
team were busy throughout 
the school  hol idays  
providing fun and healthy 
events for the families of 
our community. Check out 
Kowanyama’s upcoming  
events schedule on p6.

Kowanyama is participating 
with Cape Shire Councils in 
the development of a signage 
and artworks project.

Council continues to work 
hard for the Kowanyama 
community towards project 
development, planning, 
funding and social activities. 

Our focus remains on local 
employment opportunities  
— we encourage people to 
apply for advertised jobs.

MESSAGE FROM  
THE MAYOR, ROBBIE SANDSWELCOME

Welcome to the latest edition of 
the Kowanyama Aboriginal Shire 

Council newsletter.

 If you have a story for our next 
edition please let us know at 

comments@kowanyama.qld.gov.au

Slow Down  
– Road Works
Council is currently 
undertaking road 
works. For your 

and the road team’s 
safety, please 

observe traffic signals 
and slow down.

Commemerating ANZAC Day. Pictured from L to R: PTE Moss, PTE 
Linden Paul, PTE Aldan Raymond, PTE McGavin Dick, PTE Travis Gilbo.



REPORTING ISSUES AND COMPLAINTS
Council welcomes information provided 
by members of the community about any 
suspected wrongdoing in the public sector.

Council acknowledges and respects the right 
of people to make a complaint or a request. 
This allows Council to identify and resolve 
issues that may be occurring.  Making a formal 
complaint or request means the issue can 
be properly assessed and addressed, and if 
necessary, further investigated.

Whilst it is understood that Councillors may 
want to advocate on a particular issue or for an 
individual community member, they are not able 
to do so as it breaches their responsibilities as a 
Councillor - as defined by the Local Government 
Act 2009.

Community members need to raise any issues 
directly with Council. People can contact 
Council in a range of ways to raise their 
concerns or provide requests.

Please note, complaints or requests for service can be anonymous. You do not have to identify yourself if 
you do not wish to.

If people are not comfortable with any of those avenues and have serious concerns, they can contact the 
Crime and Corruption Commission. www.ccc.qld.gov.au

Report issues and complaints via:  

 Paper forms—available at    
 Kowanyama and Cairns offices.

 Email 
 comments@kowanyama.qld.gov.au

 Telephone 
 07 4040 4505

 www.kowanyama.qld.gov.au/  
 make-complaint

Commemorating ANZAC Day with the 51st Battalion, Far North Queensland Regiment (51 FNQR), Bravo. 
Pictured L to R: WO2 Stephen Prangell, Mayor Robbie Sands, MAJ Jeff Martin, SGT Scott Olds, CEO Gary Uhlmann.



A flooding and drainage study is currently 
being undertaken for Kowanyama. 

Mayor, Robbie Sands said a main aim of the 
study was to help address the current flooding 
and drainage issues in the community.

“The study will provide many benefits and help 
in planning for long-term future development in 
and around the community,” Mayor Sands said.

“This flood study will also assist us in our 
emergency and disaster management planning 
for the Kowanyama community.

“The flooding and drainage study is largely 
being funded by the Department of Seniors, 
Disability Services and Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Partnerships with some funding 
contributed towards it from Council.

“The study is being undertaken and guided by 
some of Australia’s leading flood modelling and 
drainage experts using computer simulated 
hydraulic modelling and will map potential 
flood areas in and around the community.

“Another part of the study is looking at the 
drainage in the community,” he said.

In February some of the consultants working 
on the study visited Kowanyama to undertake 
an inspection of the drainage issues, and to 
check the accuracy of the draft flood maps by 
getting a better understanding of the layout of 
the land and creeks in the area. 

James Gilbert (Wheels) and Michael Yam 
assisted in the site visit and provided local 
knowledge on flooding and drainage issues. 

The flood study, report and maps should be 
finalised by June. 

KOWANYAMA FLOOD STUDY

Left to right: James Gilbert 
(Wheels), Professor Ron Cox 
and Brett Langtree making edits 
to the draft mapping.

Brett Langtree measuring a drainage outlet into 
Magnificent Creek.



Stage One of Women’s Meeting Place

Council has commenced Stage One of works 
for the Women’s Meeting Place. It is expected 
that the works on this exciting new project will 
be completed by the end of this year. 

This important piece of social infrastructure is 
critical to the Women’s Services program  and 
all of the women in Kowanyama. It will assist to 
improve the educational, social and emotional 
well-being of a large number of people in our 
community.

Kowanyama Community Centre

We are also proud to announce that works 
on the Kowanyama Community Centre are 
now complete, with plans to make the centre 
operational in May. A grand opening has been 
scheduled as part of preparations for soon 
to be announced visits by our Ministerial and 
Government Champions.

School Holiday Programs

Council’s Youth Services team was busy before 
and during the recent Easter school holidays 
facilitating multiple events for the young 
people and broader Kowanyama community. 
Activities were held for Queensland ‘Youth 
Week’ as well as fun school holiday programs 
for the kids of Kowanyama.

COMMUNITY SERVICES UPDATES

QLD Youth Week participants enjoying activities at the Kowanyama pool.



Kowanyama is participating with Cape Shire 
Councils in the development of signage and 
artworks for a park information facility at 
Lakeland Downs.  

The project is being coordinated by Cook Shire 
Council and will provide information for visitors 
to the region at the Cooktown turnoff. 

The first phase for Kowanyama is complete 

with final approval for the sign (pictured above). 

Kowanyama will now develop an accompanying 

sculpture. The community artist whose design 

is picked to represent Kowanyama will win a 

$500 prize.

Council provided funding for the creation of a 
roof to protect the air conditioning unit at the 
Kowanyama Culture and Research Centre.

Ongoing upgrades to the air conditioning 
system provides a safe museum environment 
to protect a growing collection of historical and 
cultural objects, photographs and documents.

COLLABORATION BETWEEN COOK 
AND CAPE SHIRE COUNCILS

MUSEUM ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROLS UPGRADE



Get in touch.

Tel: (07) 4040 4505

Email: comments@kowanyama.qld.gov.au

www.kowanyama.qld.gov.au
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MAY-JULY EVENTS CALENDAR
MAY

May 1-31 Domestic and Family Violence 
Prevention Month

Domestic and Family Violence Prevention Month is held during 
May each year to raise community awareness and send a clear 
message that domestic and family violence will not be tolerated. 

May 18 Foster and Kinship Carers Day Community BBQ and education session at RAATSIC office, 
Partenerd by Churches Of Christ.

May 21-4 Under Eights Week Each year, many events, activities and gatherings are organised 
by local communities, child care centres, kindergartens, libraries 
and schools across Queensland. 

JUNE
June 14-20 Men’s Health Week In Australia, Men’s Health Week provides a platform for 

challenging and debating key issues in men’s health needs around 
the country each June. 

June 28-30 Kowanyama Clean Up Day This year Kowanyama Aboriginal Shire Council would like to award 
three Kowanyama families with a $200 gift voucher from Bunnings 
and a $50 gift voucher for your Ergon Energy Power Card (only).

All Kowanyama community members have to do is tidy yards and 
nature strips and play a part in keeping our community clean and 
tidy. 

We will be posting the winners on the Kowanyama Aboriginal 
Shire Council Facebook page.

JULY
July TBC Kowanyama Local Fishing Comp Kowanyama Local Fishing Comp – brought to you by the 

Kowanyama Sports and Recreation Association and supported 
by the Kowanyama Aboriginal Shire Council.

July 4-11 National NAIDOC Week NAIDOC Week is a celebration of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander cultures.  It is an opportunity to recognise the 
contributions of Indigenous Australians in various fields.

www.naidoc.org.au

July 2-4 Laura Dance Festival The Laura Quinkan Dance Festival is an exciting biennial 
gathering in Cape York Peninsula, highlighting the many diverse 
communities, language, song, dance and stories. Witness 
the passing on of culture across the generations, along with 
showcasing the strength, pride and uniqueness of Aboriginal 
people.

July 16 Cairns Show Day Cairns Show Day (Public Holiday Kowanyama)


