
v

KOWANYAMANEWS
Issue 8 | August 2021

Leading the news this 
month is the Covid-19 
vaccine program, which 
commences in August. 

Please make sure you come 
in for your vaccination. It 
is important that as many 
people as possible in 
Kowanyama get vaccinated 
to help keep our community 
safe and protect the health 
of our Elders.

As Mayor, I recently had the 
honour of presenting PTE 

John Dick his Medal for 
Operational Service with 
Border Force. Kowanyama 
now proudly boasts three 
service personnel who have 
received this exemplary 
award. 

PTE Dick completed his 
combat vehicle operators’ 
course in Karratha, Western 
Australia earlier this year, 
and will soon start courses 
towards promotion to the 
rank of Lance Corporal. 

The Army recently held a 
four-day first aid training 
program and will soon 
host ground surveillance 
radar exercises involving 
the Kowanyama Rangers in 
combined training.

For more news from your 
Council read on.

MESSAGE FROM  
THE MAYOR, ROBBIE SANDS

COMPULSORY ANIMAL 
REGISTRATION

To improve public safety 
and animal welfare, from 
1 August 2021 animal 
registration is compulsory in 
Kowanyama.

To register your dog or cat 
visit council reception 9am-
11am Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday and 1pm–3pm 
Tuesday and Thursday.

For more information contact 
Shernel Banjo – 0499 832 569

Local law restrictions

• Cats – No more than 2 
cats over the age of 12 
weeks 

• Dogs – No more than 3 
dogs over the age of 12 
weeks

COVID-19 VACCINE 
AVAILABLE IN COMMUNITY 

9-13 AUGUST  
See page 2



#KeepMobSafe 
 

Get the 
COVID-19 vaccine 

COVID-19 vaccinations start in this community soon. 
Vaccination is optional, free and protects you, your family and 
your community from COVID-19. 

The Pfizer vaccine will be offered to everyone aged 16 years  and 
over. 

COVID-19 Vaccination Clinic 
Kowanyama 

 

DOSE 1 - Monday 9 August – Friday 13 August 
DOSE 2 – return appointment in September  
 
Venue: Kowanyama, Multipurpose Centre (MPC) 

 
 
Mon-Fri, 9.00am – 5.00pm 

 
You do not need to book. Walk-ins are welcomed 
at the TCHHS Vaccination Clinics. 
You can place a booking at your local PHCC. 

 
 

Please bring: 
• photo identification and your Medicare card, if you have one. 
• information about any of your medical conditions and 

medications you are taking. 
• information about any other vaccine you’ve had in the past 14 

days. 
 
 

This colourful artwork is courtesy of Jedess Hudson. It represents the complexities and challenges COVID-19 
brings into our lives.   Jedess Hudson is a descendant from the Ewamian and Western Yalanji people of North 
Queensland. 



THE ROAD CREW IS READY TO ROLL!

WOMEN’S MEETING PLACE STAGE 1 COMPLETE!

A new road roller has arrived in community 
ready for work on our Kowanyama Roads 
Program.

Pneumatic or ‘rubber tyred’ rollers are widely 
used for compaction of sub grades, bases and 
bituminous mixes. This type of compaction 
equipment is most suited to soft base 
materials or layers of loose soil and closely 
grained sands such as those found around 
Kowanyama. They are also very effective for 

work on bitumen surfaces where the design 
mix has a high content of fines. 

In previous years Council had to hire a multi 
tyre roller, so the purchase of the roller 
is of great benefit to the improvement of 
roads in our region. The new roller provides 
opportunities to increase local employment 
and is an excellent addition to Council’s road 
equipment. 

The new Kowanyama women’s meeting 
place has reached the end of stage one in its 
construction. 

Conveniently located next to the women’s 
shelter, the ‘meeting place’ will host a variety 
of beneficial activities for the women in 
Community. 

Council would like to acknowledge the funding 
support by the State Government Department 
of Seniors, Disability Services and Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Partnerships for the 
planning and construction of this facility. The 
women’s meeting place will provide many 
benefits for Community.

Pictured L to R: Michael Burke (roller operator), Mayor Robbie Sands, Councillor Elroy Josiah, Winston Paul.



vTropical Public Health Services (TPHS) recently held its 2021 Healthy Housing Training 
Workshops at Cairns.

Sam Hudson from the Environmental Health 
team was invited to attend on behalf of the 
Kowanyama Aboriginal Shire Council.

The workshops included discussions around 
linking diseases to healthy housing and how 
the Environmental Health Workers and 
Animal Management Workers can undertake 
Healthy Housing Assessments. The aim of 
these assessments is to assist people in the 
home to identify both health hardware issues 
and behavioural issues to help in reducing the 
impact of disease in their communities.

Workshop participants undertook extensive 
training in diseases and what to look for in the 

home, as well as how the Queensland housing 
system works regarding home repairs and 
maintenance. The training program included 
hands-on practical exercises and open 
discussions with everyone. 

During the workshops Environmental Health 
and Animal Management Workers shared 
knowledge and experience from around their 
own communities, their approach to issues and 
what options are available to assist tenants in 
the home. 

The positive participation and contributions 
to the group were great to see and everyone 
benefited from this time to share and learn.

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTHY  
HOUSING TRAINING

Sam Hudson (back row — third from left) with other attendees at the 2021 Cairns Tropical Public Health Service 
Workshop in May.



PARTICIPANTS REQUIRED FOR INDIGENOUS 
LGBTQI+ LEGAL RESEARCH PROJECT

Promotion  has   started 
in Cape York and Far 
North Queensland (FNQ)
regional communities for 
participants to be part of a 
ground-breaking PhD legal 
study.

Marijke Bassani, a Lama Lama, Binthi 
Warra and Bulgun Warra woman from 
Guugu Yimithirr country in Cape York is 
conducting the research. She is focusing 
on Indigenous peoples from Cape York and 
FNQ communities who identify as LGBTQI+ 
Sistergirl or Brotherboy. 

The communities include Townsville, 
Doomadgee, Palm Island, Yarrabah, Cairns, 
Kuranda, Mareeba, Mossman, Wujal Wujal, 
Cooktown, Hope Vale, Laura, Coen, Lockhart 
River, Aurukun, Napranum, Mapoon and the 

Northern Peninsula Area.

Marijke, a human rights lawyer who also 
identifies as LGBTQI+, seeks to learn about 
the experiences of Cape York and FNQ 
Indigenous LGBTQI+ peoples within their 
communities and the Australian legal system.

A poster campaign is underway to promote 
the research project in Kowanyama with the 
aim of recruiting participants for private and 
confidential one-on-one interviews or group 
discussions.

“LGBTQI+ members of the Kowanyama 
community may contact Council or me if they 
wish to participate in the study,” Marijke said.

“We have been silenced for too long. It is time 
we told our truth about how we are treated 
by our communities and the Australian legal 
system.” 



Get in touch.

Tel: (07) 4040 4505

Email: comments@kowanyama.qld.gov.au

www.kowanyama.qld.gov.au
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AUGUST
6 August Kowanyama Annual Rodeo Gazetted Public Holiday

9-13 August Covid-19 vaccination 
Dose 1

Kowanyama, Multipurpose Centre

TBC August Seniors Week Celebrating our Elders

20 August Kowanyama DOGIT DAY Gazetted Public Holiday  

SEPTEMBER
TBC September Covid-19 vaccination 

Dose 2
Kowanyama, Multipurpose Centre

TBC September Kowanyama All Blacks Carnival Kowanyama Men’s Rugby League Carnival

5-11 September Child Protection Week 
“Putting Children First”

Child Protection Week is an annual campaign to increase 
awareness and understanding of the importance of reducing child 
abuse and neglect in Australia.  

6-10 September Women’s Health Week Women’s Health Week

9 September World Suicide Prevention Day 
RUOK? Day

World Suicide Prevention Day events occur in local communities 
across Australia. World Suicide Prevention Day in 2021 is 
significant because it falls on the same day as RUOK? Day. The 
aim of these activities is to promote increased awareness about 
the problem of suicide and the many ways in which we can work 
to reduce suicide rates and the incidence of suicidal behaviour.  

www.wspd.org.au

27-29 September Kowanyama 
“Clean Up Day”

This year Kowanyama Aboriginal Shire Council would like to 
award three Kowanyama families gift vouchers. There will be 
two $200.00 gift vouchers from Bunnings and one $50.00 gift 
voucher for your Ergon Energy Power Card. 

All Kowanyama community members have to do to try and win a 
voucher is tidy your yards and nature strips and play your part in 
keeping our community clean and tidy. 

We will be posting the winners on the Kowanyama Aboriginal 
Shire Council Facebook page.

For more information and news stories visit kowanyama.qld.gov.au/news

AUGUST-SEPTEMBER EVENTS CALENDAR


