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KOWANYAMANEWS
WELCOME

Welcome to the May edition of
the Kowanyama Aboriginal Shire
Council Newsletter, featuring a range
of important community updates,
exciting community news about town
and some great local stories to share.

MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR
MAYOR ROBBIE SANDS
iconic Bush Pilot Airways
which operated throughout
regional Queensland from
1951 to 1988.

If you have a story for our next
edition, please let us know at
comments@kowanyama.qld.gov.au

SIGN UP FOR
COUNCIL ALERTS
The Kowanyama
Aboriginal Shire Council
has a system to advise
community members
by text message about
disasters, urgent
community matters and
important events. You can
sign up to receive these
alerts by texting the word
“updates” to
0428 386 304.

Welcome to this month’s
edition! With fire season
looming, it’s reassuring to know
the Kowanyama Rangers team
are busily preparing for carbon
burning on Oriners-Sefton
country. Many thanks to Fire
Operations contractor Daryl
Killin for training sessions and
to Marcus and Simpson Yam
for sharing their knowledge of
the country.
Coinciding with this, the
Kowanyama Lands Office
recently held a barbeque to
celebrate the launch of the
new mobile app developed
by the Kowanyama Rangers
team to record their activities
and to learn the traditional
names for the areas where
they work on country.
Kowanyama Airport terminal
is getting a replica ‘Bushies’
flight schedule board to
honour the legacy of the

Meanwhile, our furry friends
are much safer after a visit
from Dr Zane Squarci from
Tropical Vets and the friendly
staff at Kowanyama Animal
Management who provided
free house-to-house antiparasitic medication, as
well as surgical desexing
procedures to pets in the
community.
The Council along with
RHD Australia is making
a concerted effort to
educate the community on
the dangers of Rheumatic
Heart Disease, which
disproportionately affects
young Indigenous Australians.
Follow our handy health
tips to reduce the risk of
contraction.
On a happier note, the police
have thanked the Kowanyama
community after a couple
who went missing during a far
north Queensland road trip
were found safe and well.
For all this and more, read on.

Weekly COVID-19 vaccinations available at Kowanyama. Get your vax today!

KOWANYAMA RANGERS START FIRE TRAINING
The Kowanyama Aboriginal Shire Council Lands Office is abuzz with excitement as
preparations for the upcoming carbon burning on Oriners-Sefton country begin.
Fire Operations contractor, Daryl Killin, showed the
Ranger teams the skills required to safely manage
fires in the late-dry season, combining scientific
knowledge with practical tips for success.
Daryl emphasised the everchanging nature of
carbon burning in the area, aware that there
is always something new to learn, and he was
happy to share his knowledge, knowing it would
help the Rangers upskill and take on more work.
“All these fellas have invaluable experience
through their work as Rangers, and now they
are learning how to work as a team,” said Daryl.
Marcus and Simpson Yam also offered their
extensive knowledge of the country, teaching
the team about tracks, special places and
important creek names.
Late season fires pose a serious threat to

Kowanyama, Executive Manager Kevin Bell noted.
“Every year we see that country burn from
wildfires which significantly affects our carbon
project and future planning,” said Kevin.
Some of our most experienced Rangers, Fitzroy
Lawrence and Anzac Frank, were able to suggest
new ideas for managing unauthorised access
to the properties. Ranger Larry Matthew also
made some new ‘No Camping’ and ‘No Hunting’
signage to further protect these areas.
After the training session concluded, Daryl
and the Rangers visited Red Lily. It was Daryl’s
first time visiting this important place. Fitzroy
Lawrence flew the Ranger drone over the
lagoon and inspected some weeds and geese.
Later, Justin and Zian Dick got to fly the drone
for some hands-on training.

(L-R) Darby Orris, Larry Matthew, and Daryl Killin with a Ranger crew celebrating a successful fire control training
handheld device for measuring windspeed and direction. session with Daryl Killin.
This data is essential for on-ground decision-making.
Photo: John Brisbin

CELEBRATING THE LAUNCH OF THE RANGERS APP
The Kowanyama Rangers team have been developing and testing a new mobile app that
helps record their Ranger activities while they are working on country.
To celebrate the launch of the new Mobile App
as an important step forward in technology and
culture, the Kowanyama Lands Office recently
put on a barbeque.

Mayor Robbie Sands said, “I really like to see
the young Rangers keen to learn the traditional
names for their country. They can practice their
culture while getting the job done.”

The launch was attended by Mayor Robbie
Sands, Executive Manager Community Services
Kevin Bell, KASC Scientific Project Officer John
Brisbin, KASC ICT Manager Matthew Fox, Viv
Sinnamon from the Kowanyama Culture and
Research Centre and the KASC Rangers.

The reporting features allow our Rangers to
set their own management goals and builds on
the Ranger programme’s reputation with this
information made available to funders.

This innovative approach allows Kowanyama
Aboriginal Shire Council to collect valuable
information about our carbon farming, plant
and animal control, surveying as well as cultural
activities on Country.
One of the amazing features of the Rangers app is
that it allows Rangers to see the language names
for the places they work across the country of
Kokoberra, Kokomnjen and Kunjen people.

Executive Manager Kevin Bell said, “The app
gives each ranger the power to describe their
work, take pictures, and make notes in the field.”
Council ICT Manager Matthew Fox said, “It’s
fantastic to see the Lands Office take advantage
of the IT tools that have been implemented
within Council. The development of the Rangers
App paves the way for other teams within
council to develop similar tools or apps that
will help to achieve great outcomes for the
Kowanyama community.”

The innovative Rangers app allows Kowanyama Aboriginal Shire Council to
collect and record valuable information about activities such as carbon farming,
plant/animal control, surveying and cultural activities while working on country.
An exciting feature allows Rangers to learn the traditional names of work
locations across the country of the Kokoberra, Kokomnjen and Kunjen people.

Mayor Robbie Sands, Viv Sinnamon, John Brisbin and the Kowanyama Rangers

A TIP OF THE HAT TO BUSHIES AIRLINE LEGACY
A replica ‘Bushies’ flight schedule board
honouring the iconic Bush Pilot Airways and
its lasting legacy in regional Queensland is
awaiting installation at the new Kowanyama
airport terminal.
The schedule board was installed in late March
to commemorate the historic Bush Pilots
Airways (or Bushies), which operated throughout
Queensland from 1951 to 1988.
The board was made by Status Signs with
support from the Cairns Museum, Kowanyama
Council, Cultural Centre and Skytrans Airline,
and is part of a wider project to feature historical
photographs, stories and cultural objects
throughout the airport.
Bush Pilot Airway flights were popular with
tourists and business commuters alike, with

frequent stops in
regional towns between
Brisbane and Townsville, such
as Maroochydore, Maryborough, Bundaberg,
Gladstone, Rockhampton and Mackay.
The airline’s first aircraft was a De Havilland
DH90 ‘Dragonfly’, registered VH-AAD, which
made its maiden voyage on 23 June 1951
when Bushies founder Bob Norman flew the
Queerah Meatworks Manager Lloyd Spittle to
Georgetown on a cattle buying trip.
Bush Pilots Airways became BPA, and finally
Queensland Air before being absorbed by
Australian Airlines in April 1988.
For those interested in learning more, a
permanent installation featuring Bush Pilots
Airways and Queensland Air memorabilia can be
found at the Cairns Museum.

KOWANYAMA TRUSTEE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
As Trustee of the Kowanyama Deed of Grant in Trust (DOGIT), it is important that when
dealing with land (e.g. granting leases etc), Council has regard to whether the Aboriginal
people (for whom the deed holds the land) have an existing decision-making process under
Aboriginal tradition.
In order to ensure these considerations are
factored into Council’s deliberations, it has
established the Kowanyama Trustee Advisory
Committee comprising of six Kowanyama
community members (plus, three proxies where
they are absent).

The meetings will be chaired by the Mayor, or
the Deputy Mayor in his absence.
The Kowanyama Trustee Advisory Committee
will advise Council (as Trustee of the township
DOGIT) on cultural best practice.

Please join Council in welcoming the following Trustee Advisory Committee Members:
Michael Yam

Roy Zingle

Evans Josiah

Maxanne Brumby

Irene Major

Gleneth Greenwool

Maxwell Luke (Proxy)

Darby Horace (Proxy)

Fitzroy Laurence (Proxy)

The first meeting of the Trustee Advisory Committee was held on Thursday 21 April 2022.

DELIVERING ANIMAL CARE AND MANAGEMENT IN COMMUNITY
The Kowanyama Animal Management
programme has been out in Community
providing access to Veterinary services.
Dr Zane Squarci from Tropical Vets visited
Kowanyama to provide surgical desexing and
house-to-house delivery of anti-parasitic
medication and community awareness.
Vet Nurse Helen and Sam from the Kowanyama
Animal Management Programme went house-to-

house to administer the Credelio tablets whilst
collecting animals for desexing procedures.
Animals were also treated for wounds and
infections, while owners were educated on the
correct care of their animals and encouraged to
desex their animals.
In total there were 50 animals desexed and 221
animals treated for flea, tick, and worms.
Great job by the Kowanyama Animal
Management team!

MISSING COUPLE FOUND THROUGH COMMUNITY SEARCH EFFORT
The Community have been thanked by
police after a couple went missing in far
north Queensland were found safe and well.

Emergency Service (SES), Rangers, Traditional
Owners, and local volunteers were all involved in
the extensive search.

A search and rescue operation was launched for
the 63-year-old man and 59-year-old woman
after they failed to check out of their Kowanyama
accommodation on Monday 4th April.

On Tuesday afternoon, the search crew
discovered the couples’ vehicle bogged in
secluded bushland. The woman was found in the
vehicle, while the man was located after leaving
the scene on foot to get help. The couple were
treated at the Kowanyama Primary Health Care
Centre for minor injuries.

Police, the Queensland Government Air Fixed
Wing and Rescue helicopter, Kowanyama State

CATTLE COMPANY MUSTER 2022/23
Following the success of the 2021 Cattle Muster in
Kowanyama, it is Council’s pleasure to announce the
reappointment of Wheatley Rural Contracting as
head musterer for the 2022/23 seasons.
For all those aspiring musterers out there, now is
the time to get in contact with Marshall Wheatley to
discuss opportunities for this season. The Muster will
commence around June this year.
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THE HIDDEN
DISEASE
PUTTING YOUNG
INDIGENOUS
QUEENSLANDERS
AT RISK
Following an ABC investigation into the
deaths of three young Indigenous women
in North-West Queensland, the Council,
along with RHD Australia, are shining a
light on the hidden disease affecting rural
communities.
To eliminate the risk of contracting
ARF and RHD, here are some simple
steps to follow:
• Wash your hands regularly to
limit the spread of strep A germs
• Brush your teeth both day and
night
• Shower daily and keep your body
clean
• Don’t share towels with others
• Clean your bed sheets and covers
every week
• Visit your local GP if you have a
sore throat, skin sore or joint pain

The ABC’s Four Corners episode ‘Heart
Failures’ revealed a shockingly disproportionate
number of young Indigenous Australians are
dying from rheumatic heart disease (RHD),
a preventable illness which First Nations
Queenslanders are 75 times more likely to
develop than the non-Indigenous population.
Tragically, despite being entirely preventable, the
disease claims the lives of two young Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander people each week.
The majority of cases are aged between 5 to 24
years—the average age being just 16 years.
RHD develops after its pre-cursor, acute
rheumatic fever (ARF), and starts with repeated
strep A infections of the throat or skin. Without
proper treatment, sore throats or skin sores can
lead to ARF and RHD affecting many connective
tissues, especially in the heart, joints, skin or
brain, causing severe consequences like heart
failure, arrythmia, stroke and death.
For treatment, patients identified as being at
risk of ARF or RHD require frequent Bicillin
injections (penicillin antibiotics) every four weeks
for at least ten years.
For more information and tips about ARF and
RHD, visit RHD Australia at
www.rdhaustralia.org.au

RHEUMATIC
HEART DISEASE TIP

TRONG WAYS
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CHANGES TO KOWANYAMA ABORIGINAL SHIRE
COUNCIL’S ALCOHOL MANAGEMENT PLAN
A new alcohol carriage limit starts on 29 April 2022.
WHAT IS THE NEW CARRIAGE

WHAT DOES ‘CARRIAGE LIMIT’ MEAN?

Kowanyama Aboriginal Shire Council’s new carriage
limit is:

The carriage limit is the most amount of alcohol that:

•

2 litres of wine (unfortified), and

•

4.5 litres (12 x 375mls cans) of either beer or
premixed spirits (or any combination of) less
than 4% ABV.

For example, 4.5 litres is equal to:
•

•

•

One 12-pack of mid-strength (less than 4%)
alcohol.
Two 6-packs of mid-strength (less than 4%)
alcohol.
A combination of any mid-strength alcohol up to
a limit of 12 x 375ml cans.

•

each person is allowed to carry on foot; or

•

can be carried in a vehicle, on a boat or plane,
regardless of the number of people in the
vehicle, boat or plane.

Most airlines don’t allow anyone to take alcohol on
board, including in their luggage or freight. Please
check with the airline before booking or boarding a
flight.
In Queensland, you are not allowed to drink alcohol
in a public place.
You can only drink alcohol in your home or at
someone else’s home if they invite you to, or at a
special community event where alcohol is permitted.

HOME BREW AND HOME BREW EQUIPMENT ARE
STILL BANNED IN KOWANYAMA ABORIGINAL SHIRE

HOW DO I FIND THE ALCOHOL
CONCENTRATION?
The alcohol concentration is always shown on the
drink container and any packaging. The labels will
sometimes say “mid” on the can, but remember to
look for the percentage of alcohol as well and make
sure it is less than 4%.

✔

✗

COUNCIL. IT IS ILLEGAL TO SELL ALCOHOL WITHOUT
A LICENCE OR PERMIT (SLY GROG) IN QUEENSLAND.

WHAT IF I CARRY MORE THAN IS ALLOWED
UNDER THE NEW CARRIAGE LIMIT?
•

You may be fined.

•

You could go to prison.

•

Your vehicle may be taken from you.

DrinkWise

03 9682 8641
drinkwise.org.au
13 11 14
lifeline.org.au

Residents who wish to declare their home a dry home can do so by visiting the Queensland Police Service.

Get in touch.
Tel: (07) 4040 4505
Email: comments@kowanyama.qld.gov.au
www.kowanyama.qld.gov.au
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